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AUSTRALIA 


CONSUMER PRICE FIGURES PROMPT WAGE HIKE APPROVAL 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 27 Jan 84 p 1 
[Article by John Short] 


[Text] Canberra--The Treasurer, Mr Keating, has given his stamp of 
approval for a 4 percent wage rise at the national wage case next month 
following the release of the December quarter Consumer Price Index 
yesterday. 


The latest CPI figures show prices rose on average by 2.4 percent in the 
three months to the end of December, compared with a rise of 1.6 percent in 
the September quarter. 


But the December result did not stop a further fal! in the annual inflation 
rate. Australia's inflation rate for 1983 was 8.6 ;ercent, well down on the 
annual rate to the end of September of 9.2 and to March 1983 of 11.5 percent. 


At a press conference yesterday on the CPI figures Mr Keating: 


--Confirmed that the Government would argue for a full flow-on the increase 
in the CPI for the September and December quarters at the national wage case 
expected to begin next month. 


--Said he expected that the impact of the introduction of Medicare on 
February 1 covwld result in the CPI for the March quarter falling to zero, 
with the June quarter CPI rising to only 1 percent. 


--Calied on State governments to take account of the impact of their taxes 
and charges on the inflation rate, following the large rise in such charges 
recorded in the December quarter CPI. 


--Stressed the need for continued wage restraint, as Australia's inflation 
rate is still running well above that of our major international trading 
partners. 


The Treasurer also extracted the maximum political milage from the fall in 
Australia's annual inflation rate, noting that inflation was now running at 
an annual rate three percentage points below that at the time of the change 
in Government last March. 




















The Federal Opposition Leader, Mr Peacock, yesterday described the December 
quarter CPI figure as disappointing. He said the major factor in the 2.4 
percent December quarter increase was the significant jump in Commonwealth 
and State taxes and charges. 


The prospect of a 4 percent pay rise at next month's national wage case was 
attacked yesterday by the executive director of the NSW Chamber of Manufac- 
tures, Mr John Martin. 


M~ Martin said he did not want to see a 4 percent pay rise in coming months 
because of the adverse effect this would have on business costs and employ- 
ment opportunities. He would be putting this view to the chamber's indus- 
trial committee. 


Mr Keating justified his support for a full flow-on of the September and 
December quarter CPI figures by stressing the need to hold the ALP-ACTU 
prices and incomes accord together, and thus prevent large sectional wage 
claims that would jeopardise the emerging economic recovery. 


He said the unions were being “rewarded for their compliance with the 
system." They had received an increase of 4.3 percent last September while 
the next national wage increase would be substantial and “one which I think 
will be appreciated by most wage and salary earners." 


A crucial problem for the Government is the likely reaction by key unions to 
wage indexation only giving them a rise of 1 percent in the second half of 
this year. 


A number of senior ministers believe the Commonwealth will have to give tax 
relief in the next Budget to prevent unions pressing for wage rises outside 
the national wage case structure later this year. 


The Treasurer refused to give any commitment that the Government would give 
tax cuts this year, saying that this would depend on the budgetary situation 
in August. He also strongly indicated that the Government would not be 
quickly introducing tax indexation as contained in the prices and incomes 
accord. 


J.N. Pierce, Energy and Resources Writer, reports that motorists, smokers 
and drinkers face another round of price increases in the wake of the latest 
CPI rise through the automatic indexation of excise duties, apart from those 
on crude oil and liquefied petroleum gas. 


Depending on how rates are rounded off, the price rises could include about 
lc on a middy of beer and 0.4c on a litre of petrol. 


Apart from petrol and consumer items such as beer, spirits, cigarettes, 


cigars and tobacco, the higher excise rates will affect industrial fuels, 
including diesel, fuel oil and aviation turbine fuel. 


CsO: 4200/492 











AUSTRALIA 


OPPOSITION CRITICIZES GOVERNMENT SPENDING 


Brisbane THE COURIER MAIL in English 25 Jan 84 p 3 


[Text] 


CANBERRA.— The Federal 
tion a the 2 wey he 
during 


its first six months in office and to set 
about ing the blow-out during the 
remainder of the 1983-84 financial 
year. 


The Opposition finance spokesman, 
Mr John Moore, said Labor 
on the deficit “is patently obvious to 
all Australians”. 


He said the Hawke Government 
was Claiming a year ago that a deficit 
of $9.6 billion was inevitable when the 
Budget deficit for the last financial 
year was only $4.5 Sillion. 


_ “Now, in the first year of Labor's 
administration, their own figures are 
ing to be ru and a deficit 





Mr Moore said Australians were 
concerned about how the Government 
planned to budget the blow-out on top 
of its already large deficit of 
$8.36 billion this financial year. 

He warned that cach $100 million 
spent on Government schemes must 
result in either increases in taxation to 
cover the revenue shortfall, or the rais- 
ing of funds through Government 
bonds which would push up interest 
rates for home borrowers and small 
businesses. 
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PRC TO PURCHASE MORE LOCAL IRON ORE 


AUSTRALIA 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 25 Jan 84 p 4 


[Text] 


CSO: 


STATE GOVERNMENT hopes for Chinese involvement in the 
Pilbara iron-ore industry have risen as a result of this month's 
Government mission to Peking. 


Burke, said yesterday 


the possibility of 
joint-venture project. 


keenness ‘ol apparent ; 
Chinese 


should be a 
for them at a time 
when production § is 
down and key Ja 
ese buyers are ng 
for further price cuts. 


4200/492 


have an annual output 
of three million tonnes 
of steel. 


dernisation calied for a 
doubling of steel pro 
duction by the year 


“Mr Li remarked that 
China seldom entered 
into direct overseas in- 
vestment eod any ven- 
ture in WA would set 
the standard for 


“If the in ama 


i sa 4 yy 4. 


for WA.” 


Mr Burke sald that, 
according to Mr Bryce, 
the Chinese were look- 
ing to WA to gain ini- 
tial experience in co- 
operative joint ven- 
tures because of WA's 
stability and reliabil- 


ity. 





AUSTRALIA 


JAPAN INVESTS $70 MILLION FURTHER IN LOCAL LIQUEFACTION 
Melbourne THE AGE in English 26 Jan 84 p 3 


[Text] Tokyo, 25 Jan--The Japanese Government has allocated A$70 million 
to support the brown coal liquefaction pilot plant being built in Victoria's 
La Trobe valley. 


The funds, in the 1984 Budget (to take effect from April), was approved today 
and lifts last year's allocation by $2.3 million. 


A Japanese consortium, Nippon Brown Coal Liquefaction Co, has been building 
the plant partly with money from the Japanese Government. 


The Japan National Oil Corporation said its new allocation in the Budget 
would continue a $24 million feasibility study of the Condor oil shale 
deposit in Queensland. The study will be fiatshed in June. At th- same 
time, the Japanese oil company Idemitsu Kosan announced it will take a 
22.5 percent stake in the Ensham steaming coal deposit in Queensland. 


Idemitsu will be the main partner with Bligh Coal which will also have 
a 22.5 percent interest. 


CSO: 4200/492 




















JAPANESE PARTNERSHIP IN LOCAL ALUMINIUM TO GO FORWARD 


Melbourne THE AGE in English 26 Jan 84 p 3 


[Article by Michael Gill] 


[Text ] 


mne troubled Portiand aluminium 
smelter project will go ahead and 
details will be within a 


apanese companies 
the project os buyers of metal end 
as partners. The only remaining 
doubts were over Government 
participation and details of pric- 
the sources said. 
he sources, contacted in 


partner . 

would allow Japanese buyers to 
take a bigger share of metal as the 
Government would not take its 
share of production. The Japa- 


@ secrecy between the 
company and Government repre- 
sentatives. 


Publicly, the latest comment on 
the talks was a confirmation by 
the Premier, Mr Cain, of an ar- 
rangement whereby Alcoa re- 
duced its share to 25 per cent 


“several” companies were inter- 
ested in the Portland project. 

Japanese companies were com- 
mitted to a number of projects for 
new sources of metal to 
that produced from plants closed 
in Japan because of high power 
costs. Portland offered the only 
choice beyond those as no others 
were “in blueprint” to compete 
with it. 

Production in Japan was down 
to 260,000 tonnes a year while 
there was still enough plant to pro- 
duce 700,000 tonnes. It was likely 
that more plant would be closed, 
although that would depend on 
the trend of energy prices and the 
international price for 
aluminium. 

The sources said that Portland's 
output could be sold in Japan even 
if no more plant was shut. Using 
coal, the Victorian power source 
was likely to be cheaper over the 


long term than alter- 
natives. And the size 
of the project was at- 
tractive also. 











Of the six major aluminium companies in Japan, three have links with 
Australia already. Nippon Light Metal is part owned by Alcan, which has 
expanded its Kurri Kurri works in New South Wales to supply NLM as the 
Japanese production cuts have increased. Showa and Sumitomo are linked 
with the Comoalco project at Boyne Island in Queensland and another at 
Bluff Point in New Zealand. 


Of the remaining three, Mitsui owns half of Alumax Inc, which withdrew 
from a joint venture with BHP in the Hunter Valley. Alumax has a new plant 
in South Carolina. Mitsubishi and Sumikei have no direct interests in 
Australian production. 


CSO: 4200/492 














CROP DAMAGE REEVALUATED AT $100 MILLION 


Melbourne THE AGE in English 26 Jan 84 p 9 


[Text ] 


CSO: 4200/492 





CANBERRA. — The cost of rain 


tion was based on a revised esti- 
mate of the volume of 

wheat from four mil- 
lion tonnes earlier this month to 
six million tonnes. 


He said it was likely “a substan- 
proportion will have to be car- 
ried forward to 1984-85 for 
disposal” and predicted that a re- 
cord 8.1 million tonnes would still 
be in xt September. 
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mean ‘political suicide for 
Governments”. 


Mr Flugge, whose appointment 
to the Australian Wheat Board 
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FIJI 


BRIEFS 


SUGARCANE PRODUCTION FOR 1983--Fiji's Sugarcane production this year is esti- 
mated at three-point-three million tonnes - about 800,000 tonnes more than 
last year's harvest, which was affected by drought and storms. The Fiji Sugar 
Corporation said, however, that the output will fall well short of 1982's 
record production of 4 million tonnes. [Text] [Honiara SOLOMON STAR in 
English 27 Jan 84 p 8] 
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ASEAN-AUSTRALIAN DIPLOMATIC ROW OVER KAMPUCHEA SETTLED 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 18 Jan 84 p 15 


[Text ] 


INDONESIA 


CANBERRA: The Association of South-East Asian Nations seems to have publicly buried 
the hatchet over its disagreement with Australia’s Kampuchean policy. 


chairman of 
standing com- 
mittee and Indonesia's 


opening of 
ASEAN -Australia 
conference in Canberra 


Dr Mochtar, in a 
read by 


and mutual under. 


ase ok ecteenh the oF 
t at n re- 
lations between 
ASEAN and Australia 
have become more ma- 
ture,” he said. 


CSO: 4200/493 


Dr Mochtar’s message 
came as a surprise to 
many ates at the 
forum, which was post- 
wa py 

by AN 
amid a row over Kam- 
hea. 


Victna mete tion 
of that country. 


The Australian Gov- 


10 


Mr Hayden opened 
the forum yesterday 
and was careful to con- 
centrate on its econom- 
ic and cultural nature 
ee ot the qoute 

of t 
battle over i 
Mochtar’s 


chea. 

Dr 

sage, couched in res- 
trained diplomatic 
terms paid tribute to 
Mr for person- 
ally opening the 
forum. 

“This once again is 
clear evidence of the 
seriousness of the Aus 
tralian Goveinment in 
maintaining the 
relations 
ASEAN and Austra- 
lia,” Dr Mochtar said. 


Close 


“Australia is a close 
partner of ASEAN and 
one of the first among 
the developed countries 
which have given and 
shown her con 

in ASEAN. 


“It was based on such 
confidence and on mu- 
tual trust of each 
other that recently we 


have been able to un- 
derstand each other's 
position on achieving a 
cefui solution of 
= Kampuchean ques- 
on,” 


nation of the 
ments of the RSEAN 
member-countries and 


the Australian Govern. 
ment to work together 


f 
~f pom and progress 
Adjusted 


Mr Hayden said after 
the Majes that suit- 


able “adjustments” on 
the Kampuchean ques- 
tion now Ten 


The row over the x 
The Mae "tg 
on a 
of nails”, he said. 


There was now more 


understanding between 
ASE&éN' and” Australia 
on the issue. 


s . tween us we 
might get somewhere,” 
Mr Hayden said. ~~ 





INDONESIA 


EDITORIAL EXAMINES CURRENT MONEY MARKET SENSITIVITY 
Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 18 Jan 84 p 2 
[Editorial: "The Money Market Sensitivity Early in 1984"] 


[Text ] 


In the beginning of 1984 the (short term) 
money market in Jakarta is very sensitive and 
tense. Confidence in the rupiah seems to be lacking 
and those possessing a lot of liquid funds wan: to 
keep dollars, goods or guid. Since the rupiah ex- 
change rate against the dollar does not greatly 
increase, remaining at around Rp 1000 per dollar 
thanks to the central bank's intervention, rupiah 
demand is reflected by the sharp rise in short term 
(one month and less) interest rates in the money 
market. Some circles, among others private banks, 
are reportedly bold enough to offer 26 — 30% 
per month. 

This phenomenon will hopefully last only 
for a short while. As people originally had no 
idea of the government policy on the state budget, 
on the balance of payments, on prices of oil pro- 
ducts, etc., various speculations arose. 

For instance, it was speculated that the go- 
vernment would not (have the courage to) raise 
prices of oil products, but on the other hand it 
would feel compelled to increase civil servants’ 
salaries. Furthermore, each year the government 
strives to achieve a higher level of the state budget 
in order to maintain the "momentum of develop- 
ment”. This being the case, as experienced last 
year, the only way to cover the budget (that is 
supposed to be balanced) would be devaluation. 
Hence rumours on imminet devaluation was widely 
circulating, and people began to give up their 
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rupiahs and get dollars or gold. Strangely, even 
now such nervousness has not fully abated yet. 

If we ask businessmen why they prefer to 
hold dollars up to the present, various arguments 
are given. Some say that the balance of payments 
will later be again in a difficult position and the 
government is most likely to revoke the freedom 
of transier and restore the foreign exchange regime. 
They apparently lack the confidence in the fact 
that the foreign exchange freedom has been main- 


tained by the government as an economic doctrine 
since the outsct of the New Order. The govern- 
ment's credibility has indeed declined because 
within a very short period, the public feel that 
statements made by ministers cannot be relied 
upon. 

Certain business circles express their worries 
that the government will in the future limit new 
loans for enterprises from abroad, so that such 
loans should now be hurriedly sought. This in fact 
is not so logical because if businesses can draw over- 
seas loans without government guarantees, it is all 
right, and the government so far has no know- 
ledge of the amount of these loans, owing to the 
absence of a tight foreign exchange regime. Since 
the government has indicated that the private 
sector is expected to develop, why should they 
be restricted in the effort to draw loans from 
abroad with their own guarantees ? 

Other entrepreneurs argue that they have 
to make available a lot of money for taxes, whose 
collection is to be more strictly realised this year. 
This may be logical, but it is not necessary yet to 
seck rupiahs now by paying 30% interest per annum. 
The time limit for tax payment is still long enough. 

Can the government offset these speculative 
phenomena that tend to spoil the monetary ba- 
lance ? If the government has a really strong po- 
sition in its control of the balance of payments, 
then it will definitely be able to “compete” against 
this speculative tendency. The government has 
stated that the position of foreign exchange reserves 
remains strong, sufficient to finance imports for 
over three months, and even far bigger if non-cen- 
tral-bank reserves are taken into account. Import 
control has apparently been proceeding effectively 
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CSO: 


4200/495 


as well. Imports in 1983 even dropped from the 
level of 1982. At present the “tug-of-war” in the 
money market should be faced by the government 
and the central bank with a tight money policy, 
i.e. any rise in money supply should not be allowed. 
In this way the rupiah really becomes scarce, and 
the short term interest rates in the money market 
will again increase. Gradually those who borrow 
such call money will find it expensive, and will 
give up their dollars again. Meanwhile, those really 
in need of working capital will be in great difficulty. 


Jakarta, January 17, 1984 
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INDONESIA 


PRESIDENT CALLS FOR ACCEPTANCE OF PANCASILA, RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 19 Dec 83 pp 1, 9 


/Article: "At the Commemoration of Mohammed's Birth, President Says Discard 
the Notion That Pancasila Threatens Religion"/ 


/Excerpt/ Jakarta, KOMPAS--President Suharto reminded his listeners that there 
really was no reason for any Indonesian to feel that Pancasila threatened 
religion. "We must discard this notion. It is just as wrong to think that 
religion threatens Pancasila." 


The chief of state made this statement at the commemoration of the birth of 
Mohammed, may the Lord bless him and give him peace, in 1404 H. /622 A.D. ./ 
held at the Istana Negara /state palace/ in Jakarta on Friday evening 

/16 December/. Attending on this occasion were Mrs. Tien Suharto, officials 
of the state's highest institutions, a number of cabinet ministers and other 
senior officials, leading Muslims, alim-ulema /religious scholars/, and a 
number of chiefs of friendly nation representations in Jakarta. 


President Suharto said Pancasila, as the national ideology, must truly become 
the principle on which the Indonesian people base their lives, in both their 
social lives and in the life of the nation. Pancasila is not just a political 
principle for Indonesians, rather it is a philosophy of life upon which all 
aspects of life--people, politics, economics, and culture~-must be founded. 


"Our efforts to firmly establish Pancasila as a national ideology in no way are 
intended to lessen the role of religion in people's lives, rather these efforts 
have been made to provide a firmer foundation for people's lives," the president 
said. This should be stressed, the chief of state said, because some people 
still believe that efforts to firmly establish Pancasila as the national 
ideology are attempts to alter religion's position in society. "I would like 
to stress that this notion is totally wrong. There is no evidence that this 
has been on our minds," the chief of state stressed. 


A Necessity 


The president said he was fully aware of the importance of religion to Indonesians, 


both as individuals and as a people. For Indonesians, religion is not just 
something to talk about but a real need. Therefore, Indonesians must be con- 
scious of the fact that religious development is part of, and cannot be 
separated from, national development. 
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The president is aware that the nation's development would suffer if religious 
values were ignored. Indonesians would lose the firm foundation that enables 
them to have a strong mental resilience in confronting an ever-changing and 
turbulent world. 


In this connection, President Suharto said it is very encouraging that in our 
homeland religion has been viewed as playing a very great role in efforts tc 
develop the people and the nation. The people's development is very significantly 
supported by the participation of various socioreligious organizations in social 
development, not only as far as religion is concerned but also for education, 
health, the environment, and culture in general. 


Yet, the chief of state said, there is a mutual need for these various types 
of activities to be bound together by the same starting point and the same 
objective, which is, to develop a socioreligious Pancasila society, thst is, a 
just and prosperous society which by nature is family oriented and enspirited 
by religious values. This is why it is viewed necessary to work toward estab- 
lishing Pancasila more firmly in the minde of the Indonesian people as a 
political and social principle. 


"Therefore, it is very clear that the esteblishment of Pancasila more firmly 
in society as a socio-organizational principle in no way is intended to lessen 
the significance and role of religion in our people's lives. Moreover, we 
would like all socioreligious organizations to increase their social develop- 
ment activities. In addition to accelerated development of physical resources, 
we would like to see religion extolled in our society," the president said. 


In view of this analysis, the chief of state said, there is no reason why any 
Indonesian should feel that Pancasila threatens religion. This notion must be 
discarded, the president said. This notion is similar to that which holds that 
religion is a threat to Pancasila. This, the chief of state continued, must 
be answered not with words but with deeds. "We must make stronger efforts to 
implement and observe Pancasila and must also do more to extol religion." 


Complex People 


In attempting to extol religion, President Suharto said, adherents of the 
respective religions must be aware that Indonesians are a very complex people. 
Various religions exist and grow in Indonesian society. Therefore, Pancasila 
must function as a mutual basis upon which adherents to various religious beliefs 
can create and develop religious tolerance and upon which they can build their 
religions. 


All sides must have respect for and appreciation of each other's beliefs in 
embracing unity and brotherhood under the aegis of Pancasila. 


It is encouraging that all religous adherents in the homeland have mutually 
acknowledged that Pancasila does not conflict with any religion whatsoever. 
Furthermore, P4 /Guide for Observing and Implementing Pancasila/ values which 
are held mutually have also been strengthened by the respective religious 
teachings. 
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This, President Suharto said, is our mutual capital for building a Pancasila 
society in which all religions are equal. Therefore, all religious adherents 
in the homeland must try to maintain and institutionalize Jancasila in the 
people's lives. 


“For us it is clear that the glorification of religious tolerance in society 
greatly depends on firmly establishing Pancasila as the philosophy of life and 
the national ideology, not only formally but also clearly in the way Indonesians 
think and in their attitudes toward life as a people." 


This, President Suharto purposely pointed out because the role of Muslims, who 
comprise the religious majority in Indonesia, is a ver} great and decisive one. 
"Indonesian Muslims must try t‘ build up their self-image as the bearers of 
compassion for the people and nation,” President Suharto said. 
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JAKARTA, Jan. 20 
megemns said yester- 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 21 Jan 84 p 3 


NEW LAW AGAINST SUSPECTED SUBVERSIVES PLANNED 


[Text ] 
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INDONESIA 


COOPERATIVES MINISTER REVIEWS FOOD PROCUREMENT, QUALITY, PRICES 
Jakarta KOPPAS in Indonesian 19 Dec 83 ppl, 9 


/Article: "First Food RAKOR of 1984, Food Procurement Below Expectations in 
1983-84" / 


/Text/ Yokyakarta, KOMPAS--There were great expectations for food procurement 
in 1983-84, but they were met only half way last year. Bustanil Arifin, 

MENOP  fainister of cooperatives/ and KABULOG [chief of the National Logistics 
Board/, only 966,000 of the 1.8 million tons rice equivalent planned for unhulled 
paddy and rice had been realized. 


In his frank disclosure of these figures on Friday afternoon /16 December/ in 
Yogyakarta, when chairing the first food coordination meeting /RAKOR/ of 

1984, Bustanil said suffieitn facilities, funds, and manpower had been provided 
but not all were used. What can be learned from this experience, the KABULOG 
said, is that planning must be better in the future so that less waste of funds, 
facilities, and other necessities will occur. "Evidently, we lack command of 
the factors that influence dynamic changes in the market and in the marketing 
of rice." 


Price Control 


While he acknowledged that food procurement would not meet expectations, the 
KABULOG noted that price control had been successful in some areas in 1983 
despite successive problems with various economic and monetary policies. 


Moreover, safeguarding the floor price was felt to be the most successful, 
among other reasons, because the harvest was uneven, and the price of rice 
during the scarce period before the harvest was rather high so drastic problems 
arose during the 1983 harvest season. “The retail price level was maintained. 
The forecast that the price would rise in October apparently was incorrect. 
Supplies were not absorbed (by the market). All this had a positive affect 

and strengthened our food reserves." 


At the same time, the KABULOG reminded his listeners that one of the causes of 
large food stocks was lower cuality tolerances. As a result, current food 
reserves cannot be stored for a long time. "This is our prop,” said Bustanil, 
who chaired the seventh meeting on regional food, stocks, held from 8 am to 6 pm. 
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Bustanil said with this stable price, the inflation rate, which initially was 
estimated to be high, could be lowered further. The inflation rate for January 
to November was 10.86 percent while the inflation rate for April to November 
was only 6.49 percent. "Because it is projected that the inflation rate for 
teh calendar year or even for the fiscal year will be under 12 percent," 
Bustanil hopes the inflation rate, which is low but capable of stimulating 
economic activity, will not have the effect of prolonging the recession. 


Lowered Quality 


In 1983-84, although all parties had announced that procurement would be 
oriented toward quality, this orientation was forced to fal. by the wayside 
because of various circumstances. 


No explanation was given as to what was meant by "forced" in this situation. 
Yet, Bustanil Arifin stressed that much thought had been given to solving this 
problem conceptually. "For a long time our consumers have been asked to make 
sacrifices, but it would be good if this situation were resolved quickly." 


Touching on the work of village cooperative units /kuD/, the cooperatives 
minister judged that a number of areas were apathetic perhaps because of lack 
of imagination or lack of motivation. 


In principle, Bustanil clarified, cooperation was permitted between KUD's and 
non-KUD's so the security apparatus did not need to cast suspicion on or find 
fault with this arrangement unless, of course, there were irregularities. So 
non-KUD's that would like to cooperate with KUD's should not worry because the 
economic principles, based on the 1945 Constitution, are mutually maintained by 
the state-owned, private and cooperatives business sectors. 


Floor Price Threatened 


The MENKOP/KABULOG said there were strong indications that the harvest would be 
normal and would arrive earlier in the coming year. Further, there was some 
threat that the price of unhulled rice would fall below the floor price. 


This might happen because the rain arrived earlier and fell regularly from 
October to mid-November. Further, on the one hand, the price of fertilizer was 
not raised while, on the other hand, the floor price for unhulled rice was 
raised quite a bit. This would stimulate the farmers to increase their produc- 
tion. "Thus, it was predicted that there would be a flood of offers of unhulled 
rice and rice during the major harvest season, and the floor price would be 
threatened. In addition, in several places during the scarcity period, the 
price of unhulled rice was only a little higher than the new floor price so 

that early in the procurement period, it was predicted that the prices of 
unhulled rice and rice would only range around the BULOG purchase prices." 


On the same occasion, Bustanil Arifin also disclosed that attempts were being 
made to export corn although losses of 30 rupiahs per kg on the average were 
incurred. BULOG recommended that 150,000 tons of corn be exported by April 1984. 
"We are all challenged to increase production along with efficiency to the 
greatest extent possible." 
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Not Yet Expired 


At the close of the 1984 food meeting, Bustanil appointed Prof Dr Ibrahim 
Hassan, deputy KABULOG, and Drs Soelarso of the Cooperatives Directorate General 
to provide newsmen with information. 


Ibrahim said about 2 million tons rice equivalent were procured in 1982-83 for 
national stocks. Of this total about 1.8 million tons were collected through 
the KUD's. Meanwhile in 1983-84 this dropped to only 1 million tons, 850,000 
tons of which were collected through the KUD's. "Considering that the situation 
was normal, there was enough rain, and the season was good, we expect food 
procurement to rise again in the coming year to about 1.9 million tons for all 
of Indonesia," Ibrahim Hassan said. 


He added that the target set early in fiscal 1981 was the repayment of all 
loans for food procurement. After working hard for 3 years, the target was 
achieved in 1982-83 and all food loans were repaid. 


Prof Ibrahim Hassan admitted that in 1983-84 repayment of some of the 35 billion 
rupiahs in loans granted to KUD's were delinquent. "But that does not mean that 
they are true delinquencies because procurement is continuing and the loan 
period has not expired. I believe KUD's will work hard to pay off their loans 
by 31 January 1984." 


Drs Soelarso compared a KUD to a glass house. Whatever happens inside the 
house is clearly visible outside the house. While others who are granted loans 
are like a thickly walled house. The contents of that house as well as its 
deficiencies cannot be seen from outside. However, Drs Soelarso refused to 
provide any figures for delinquencies outstanding as of the end of December. 
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INDONESIA 


NEW CURRICULUM SET FOR AKABRI 
Jakarta TEMPO in Indonesian 17 Dec 83 p 27 


/Interview with Lieutenant General Murgito, AKABRI commanding general, by 
TEMPO: "AKABRI Aims at Adopting a New Curriculum"; date and place not specified/ 


/Text/ AAKBRI /Republic of Indonesia Armed Forces Academy/ 
tactical lectures are being upgraded. Also being compiled 
are 21 books on the history of the people's struggle. 
Bayonet fighting will no longer be included in basic 
military training. Eighteenth AKABRI anniversary to be 
celebrated in December. 


The military school has decided to go public. It has admitted that, based on 
a survey conducted from 1979 to 1981, not all officers graduating from the 
Republic of Indonesia Armed Forces Academy /AKABRI/ met expectations. Some 
might not be capable of carrying out their duties if not enough facilities are 
available. Some were more proud to be wearing expensive shoes rather than 
those allotted to them. This is why a new AKABRI curriculum has been under 
preparation since June 1981 not only to turn officer candidates into men of 
character but also to provide them with the basics of science and technology 
which allow them to keep up with current developments. This is being done at 
the order of Gen L. B. Murdani, PANGAB /armed forces commander/.. AKABRI is 
expected to place more stress on training a professional army. 


The preparation of the new curriculum will be more than half completed by the 
celebration of AKABRI's 18th anniversary on 16 December. The entire curriculum 
will be adopted in the 1984-85 academic year. Following is TEMPO's interview 
with Lieutenant General Murgito, commanding general of AKABRI, age 55, who was 
appointed to replace Lieutenant General Henuhili, the former commanding general, 
only on 7 June. General Murgito is the former commander of KODAM VIII, 
Brawijaya /VIIIth, Brawijaya, Military District Command/. He was accompanied 
by Col Moch. Roesli, deputy for operations, and Colonel Antariksa, chief of the 
AKABRI Information Service. 


/Question/ Will there by any changes in the balance between military and 
nonmilitary courses in the new curriculum? 
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/Answer/ There are three tracks in the AKABRI curriculum--tactics, sectors, 
and science and technology. The composition of courses in these three tracks 
can be changed as required. However, it is hard to calculate, for instance, 
what percentage of the classes are devoted to each of these tracks because they 
are all linked. A physics docent might deal with tactical matters in his 
lectures. 


Of course there are changes. The 4-year AKABRI training covers 10,800 class 
hours. Beginning this year in the four sections of AKABRI (Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Police), 400 to 500 hours of classes will be devoted solely to 
tactics. The purpose of these classes essentially is to implant a fighting 
spirit_and to provide strenuous but flexible training to ABRI /Indonesian Armed 
Forces/ officers. 


To meet this goal, 15 volumes on the history of the Indonesian people's struggle 
have been prepared and printed in the past 2 years. Five more volumes will 
follow. The research involved in the preparation of these books, including 
interviews and discussions with persons important to the struggle who were 
invited to talk about it, took more than 4 years. The books were written by 
AKABRI specialists assisted by historians whom we invited to participate, 
including Roeslan Abdulgani. 


(According to Colonel Roesli, earlier tactics classes covered only some 300 
hours except in AKABRI's Army Section, where they covered some 500 hours. The 
book to be used, SEJARAH PERJUANGAN /History of the Struggle/ not only discusses 
the struggles of various leading figures but also discusses specific battles. 
Still to be prepared are volumes on PALAGAN PADANG /The Padang Battlefield/, 
PALAGAN BALI /The Bali Battlefield/, and OPERASI LINTAS LAUT MALUKU /The Maluku 
Seaborne Operation/). 


/Question/ Is there any problem with this curriculum, for instance, will you 
have enough docents? 


/Answer/ As in other universities, having enough docents is a problen, 
particularly fo. tactics. The course content is not difficult. Theory is 
taught. So, other than our regular docents, we shall invite lecturers, for 
instance, men who were leaders in the struggle. 


/Question/ We now have a MENHANKAM /minister of defense and security/ and a 
PANGAB. AKAPRI is subordinate to whom? Are there plans, for instance, to 
make the AKABRI Police Section subordinate to the MENHANKAM and the other 
sections subordinate to the PANGAB? 


/Answer/ That is not planned. Earlier AKABRI was subordinate to ABRI Head- 
quarters because AKABRI was included in the operations sector. So, yes, AKABRI 
is still subordinate to the PANGAB. 


(However, the curriculum for the police is different. Since 1983, Colonel 
Roesli said, joint military training for cadets, class 1, is by nature general 
training and is less strenuous than earlier. For instance, bayonet training 
is no longer included since "police do not need this training." Specialized 
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military training adapted to the cadets’ field or sector is offered only after 
they enter their respective sections.) 


/Question/ How does AKABRI feel about the preselection plan in the SMTA 

/senior technical high school/--the grouping of SMTA graduates into those who 
could be accepted by state universities without testing, those who had to be 
tested, and those who were not recommended to pursue a university education? 


/Answer/ The elimination of tracks in the SMTA and the preselection system 
only make it easier for AKABRI. We shall confer with the Basic and Middle 
Education Directorate General as to whether we shall be able to submit a list 
of requirements for SMTA graduates who would be acceptable to us so that when 
the Education and Culture Department plan is carried out, AKABRI will be able 
to follow students who, since their first year in the SMTA, have wanted to 
enter AKABRI and for whom AKABRI's own test data will be available--at a minimun, 
data from psychological tests and physical examinations. From past experience, 
23 percent of SMTA graduates who applied for entrance into AKABRI did not pass 
the physical examination. The AKABRI physical examination, of course, is stiff 
for the candidates’ own good. If they do not meet the physical requirements, 
there is no problem, is there? 


This year, as is customary, the AKABRI anniversary will only be marked by a 
visit to the local heroes cemetery and the holding of a flag ceremony. 
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EAST JAVA BRI CREDIT, DELINQUENCIES RISING 
Surabaya SURABAYA POST in Indonesian 16 Dec 83 p 2 


/Article: "More Credit Is Being Extended by BRI in East Java; Delinquencies 
ARe Also Rising"/ 


/Text/ Surabaya--Credit extended by BRI /People' s BAnk of Indonesia/ in East 
Java is rising. In 1982 it amounted to 344 billion rupiahs while it totaled 
450 billion rupiahs as of September of this year. 


This was pointed out by Karmadi Arief, SE /master of economics/, BRI executive 
director, this afternoon /16 December/ at the Grahadi. 


Yet, it must be admitted, he added, that delinquencies are also rising. In 
1982 they totaled 55 billion rupiahs (14 percent of credit extended) while this 
year as of September they totaled 75 billion rupiahs (15 percent of credit 
extended). 


In 1982 KIK /small investment credit/ and KMKP /p ermanent working capital 
credit/ totaled 120 billion rupiahs ~ and delinquencies 24 billion rupiahs (or 
20 percent of credit extended). As of September of this year, credit extended 
amounted to 122 billion rupiahs while delinquencies totaled 40 billion rupiahs 
(or 30 percent of credit extended). 


renty-one percent of the marginal loans granted in East Java in 1982 were 
delinquent. As of September of this year, delinquencies were up more than 50 
percent. 


With this straightforward disclosure of the situation, it is expected that the 
apparatus of BRI and other agencies involved will be encouraged to perform 
better. 


Transfer of Funds 


Regarding transfer of funds, it appears that the EAst Java BRI also cannot 
maintain a balance between funds received and credit extended. 


In 1982 only 100 billicn rupiahs were received while credit extended totaled 
385 billion rupiahs. As of September 1983 funds received totaled 106 billion 
rupiahs while credit extended totaled 450 billion rupiahs. "So, Bank Indonesia 
assistance is needed," Karmadi Arief said. 
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On a separate occasion, Soekahar, BRI director, said “credit delinquency" does 
not mean that no payments have been made on these loans but rather that repay- 
ment has been irregular. He made this point so that the statement of the BRI 
executive director regarding East java delinquencies woudl not be misinterpreted. 


Advanced Farming Program 


Wahono, East Java governor, forwarded a written address to the introductory 
ceremony through Soetomo, chief of the BRI regional office /Kepala Kantor 
Dacrah--KAKANDA/. The governor proposed that advanced farming programs be 
granted credit as has been done in Pujon (Malang) and Pagu (Kediri). 


This credit is not based on the commodities produced but on the approach used. 
Such credit would lighten the farmer's burden. 


KAKANDA Soetomo has worked in Surabaya since 1 November, replacing KAKANDA 


Drs Soehartono who died. Earlier Soetomo worked as BRI KAKANDA in Banjarmasin, 
where the potential, he said, was only one-fifth that of East Java. 
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PROVINCIAL IRRIGATION SERVICE TO BE BEEFED UP WITH WORLD BANK SUPPORT 


Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 18 Jan 84 p 9 


[Text ] 


Indonesia will use a loan of US$ 89 
million from the World Bank to strengthen 
irrigation services in eight provinces in 
the islands of Sumatera and Sulawesi, it 


was announced today. The project will 
help to improve the Government's irriga- 
tiuion program, increase irrigated areas 


Yy 60,000 hectares, and boost annual rice 
production by 200,000 tons. About 60,000 
Jlow-income farm families will benefit. 

Some 80 small scale irrigation pro- 
jects will be built. At full development, 
these will be capable of irrigating 34, 
000 hectares. Another 10 small scale sche 
mes for 5,000 hectares will be designed. 
Six medium scale projects -- to serve 26, 
000 hectares -- will be constructed in 
four provinces, and nine schemes of simi- 
lar size will be designed to cover some 
45,000 hectares. 

The staff in the provincial irriga- 
tion services (PRIS) in Riau, Bengkulu, 
South Sumatra and West Sumatra, and North 


South, Central, and Southeast Sulawesi 
will be increased to enable the agencies 
to handle the design of the irrigation 


schemes in the Government's 1984-89 deve- 
lopment plan. PRIS staff will also recei- 
ve training in planning, implementing, and 
operating and maintaining irrigation pro- 
jects. Technicians will be trained in sur 
veying and mapping, drafting, cost estima 
tion, and construction supervisions. PRIS 
will be provided with buildings,vehicles, 
and equipment. 
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Land development facilities will be 
established on a pilot basis in one irri- 
gation project in each province. Field 
trials and demonstrations of soil and wa- 
ter management techniques will be conduc- 
ted on selected farms in newly completed 
irrigation schemes. Staff of provincial 
and national agricultural agencies’ will 
be trained in land clearing and levelling, 
and water management. 

The project has an estimated tota] 
-ost of US$ 150.4 million. The Government 
will provide US$ 61.4 million towards the 
cost. 
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INVESTMENTS IN STATE-RUN COMPANIES APPROVED in 1983 


Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 18 Jan 84 p 5 


[Text ] 


New investments in state-run compa 
nies operating under the PMDN (domestic 
investment) scheme approved by BKPM (In 
vestment Coordinating Board) in 1983 
reached Rp 1,445,856 million, around 19.1 
percent of total PMDN investments amount 
ing to Rp 7,557,200 million approved by 
the board last year. 

For state-run companies operating 
under the PMA (foreign investment) scheme, 
BKPM approved new investments amounting 
to US$ 160.4 million in 1983, around 6.4% 
of the total PMA investments totalling 
US$ 2,500.5 million approved by the board 
last year. 

New PMDN investments made by state- 
run companies last ~vear covered 11 pro 
jects, consisting of six new projects and 
five expansion projects. The 11 projects 
are in various fields of industries, com 
prising fertilizer, aircraft, railway, mi 
ning, pharmaceutical, alumina, hotel, 
printing, paper and sugar ind:‘stries. 

New PMA investments made by _ state- 
run companies in 1983 consisted of two 
new projects, namely PT Cold Rolling Mill 
Indonesia (PT. Krakatau Steel), to produ 
ce stee] plates under an investment a- 
mounting to US$ 803.1 million and PT. Ker 
tas Kraft Aceh, to produce kraft liner 
with an investment totalling US$.410 mil 
lion, 50% of which belongs to the Indone 
sian Government. 
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The foreign partner of the govern 
ment in the kraft paper industrial pro- 
ject in Aceh recently announced its with 
drawal in the project. The government is 
at present looking for another foreign 
partner for the handling of the project. 


FROM 1967 TO 1983 : The total of capital 

investments under the 
PMDN scheme approved by BKPM from 1967 to 
1983 reached Rp 19,907,634 million. 

The biggest investments were record 
ed by non-metal mineral industries with 
total investments amounting to Rp 3,797, 
+28 million (19.1%). Chemical industries 
recorded the second biggest PMDN invest 
ments amounting to Rp 2,450,481 million 
(12.3%) fcllowed by forestry industries 


Rp 1,531,742 million (7.9%), agricultural 
industries Rp 1,531,742 million (7.7%), 
base metal industries Rp 1,504,157 mil- 


lion (7.6%) and metalware industries 
Rp 1,279,029 million (6.4%). 

The total amount of PMA investments 
approved by the board in the 1967-1983 pe 
riod was US$ 14,416.3 million. Japan. re 
corded the biggest investments in PMA pro 
jects during that period with total in- 
vestments amounting to US$ 4,999.5 mil- 
lion (34.7%), followed by joint countries 
US$ 2,126.8 million (14.8%) and the Uni 
ted States US$ 1,172.8 miliion (8.1%). 

Viewed from the location of PMA in- 
vestments made during that period, Jakar 
ta ranked first with investments’ total- 
ling US$ 3,696.8 million (25.6%), follow- 
ed by West Java with investments amount 
ing to US$ 3,646.8 million (25%), and 
North Sumatra with investments amounting 
to US$ 1,889.6 million (13.1%). 

Other provinces outside Java which 
recorded large PMA investments in the 
1967-1983 period were Aceh US$. 1,004.3 
million, Riau US$ 416.9 million and Irian 
Jaya US$ 323.1 million. 
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Viewed from the fields of industries, 
the biggest PMA investments approved by 
BKPM during that period were recorded by 
base metal industries US$ 2,776.6 million 
(19.3%), followed by chemical/pharmaceuti 
cal industries US$ 2,183.5 million (15.1 
percent), metalware industries US$ 2,154. 
7 million (14.9%), mining industries US$ 
1,497.3 million (10.4%) and textile indus 
tries US$ 1,249 million (8.7%). 
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EDITORIAL COMMENTS ON FUEL PRICE INCREASES 
Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 18 Jan 84 p 3 
[Editorial II: "The New Prices for Oil Products") 


(Text ] 

The adjustment of prices of oil pro 
ducts (BBM) to a new monetary reality is 
always acc’*panied by two motives. The 
one is usually the budget motive, i.e. to 
strengthen the government budget or to 
preserve its balance. The other is linked 
with the energy policy, such as the poli 
cy of energy conservation and diversifica 
tion. The conservation of energy is an en 
deavour that should be arranged by the go 
vernment so that the use of fuels by the 
public, especially BBM, can be minimized, 
because oil products have a high export 
value. Diversification means an effort to 
encourage society to use other energy al 
ternatives, for instance, the consumption 
of BBM by PLN (state electricity corpora- 
tion) is reduced while shifting to coal, 
or part of the population use LPG instead 
of kerosene. The energy policy constitu 
tes a long term necessity, which means 
that we are prepared to conserve energy, 
and particularly BBM, so as to maintain 
the big value of Indonesian exports. In 
this way the balance of payments will not 
be in a difficult position every time and 
industrialisation (costing a lot of  fo- 
reign exchange) can proceed smoothly all 
the time. 

Viewed from budgetary necessity the 
latest BBM price hike is logical. An in- 
evitable need in the compilation of the 
budget for 1984/85 is an increase in the 
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routine budget, firstly because civil] ser 
vants" salaries are to be raised, second- 
ly, because foreign debt instalments and 
repayments at present demand a lot of ru 
piahs, up by 89.6% to Rp 2.68 trillion. 
Without raising the BBM prices, the deve 
lopment budget would have to be sacrifi- 
ced. 

With regard to this development bud- 
get the government is facing an intrica- 
te problem. It has a way-out that does 
not greatly increase the burden of socie 
ty (today), viz. by getting more foreign 
loans. The complication is that this fo- 
reign exchange has to be spent abroad, 


i.e. it can only be used for imports. So 
the development budget needs a fairly 
big sum of rupiahs for complementary ex 
penditures, namely domestic purchases. It 
is for this purpose that new sources of 
domestic receipts must be sought. Increa- 
sing the BBM prices constitutes a practi 
cal major possibility. A devaluation can 
perhaps only be considered as an alterna 
tive. But should this move be adopted the 
goal of the energy policy would become 
farther away. Without adjusting BBM pri 
ces, a devaluation would make the BBM pri 
ces relatively even cheaper. 

Hence we can say that the aim of the 
BBM policy this time is better achieved. 
Also in the way the increase is disrri- 
buted. Raising the price of Super gasoli 
ne is of no use because it is very slight 
ly consumed. It is still beneficial to in 
crease the price of Premium gasoline be- 
cause it has quite a lot of consumers.The 
rise of only Rp 30 per liter is probably 
based on the consideration that the old 
price was already high enough. On the 
other hand, we should remember that its 
buyers are mostly sedan owners, so that 
the price can be regarded as a somewhat 
progressive tax on consumption. In fact 
it is still possible to raise the price 
to Rp 370, or by Rp 50, i.e., about the 
average increase required per liter. 

Maintaining the price of kerosene 
at the lowest level] is understandable and 
justifiable, as an equity-oriented policy. 
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The very important aspect involves 
prices of automotive diesel oil, indus 
trial diesel oil and residual oil,because 
these oil products directly affect costs 
for industrial production and transporta- 
tion. 

Here the increases are big enough, 
viz. 52% and 60%, almost the same as last 
year. Therefore the effect of this BBM 
price hike on domestic inflation will 
possibly also be about similar to that 
last year. While the effect was around 4% 
last year, it may not be less than 3 per 
cent this year. Its cost-push effect is 
inevitable; only the demand-pull effect 
can be controlled by the monetary policy. 
Furthermore, the very low purchasing po- 
wer and the dull market, and the presence 
of idle capacities (also in transportat- 
ion companies), will nullify excessive 
price rises. 
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ASEAN ACEH FERTILIZER PLANT 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 21 Jan 84 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSso: 


LOHK BEUMAWE 
(Indonesia), Jan. 20 


PT ASEAN Aceh Ferti- 
liser, the first joint ven- 
ture industrial project 
undertaken by the Ases~., 
will produce 427,000 
tonnes of urea in calen- 
Gar 1964, commercia) dir- 
ector Filonilo Regudo 
said 


He told Reuters in an 
interview the new plant 
in northern Sumatra, 
which uses natural gas 
from the nearby Arun 
field as raw material, 
will run at about 75 per 
‘cent of its 570,000-tonne 
capacity during the first 
year of operation. 

Output will rise to 60 
per cent of capacity in 
1985 and stabilise at 
around 90 per cent ther- 
reafier, he said. 


The Rs gt oO 
plant, with apan. 
ese aid, will help boost In- 


(around 2.8 mill fuen tonnes 


in 1984 against nearly 
two million tonnes last 
year, Mr Regudo added. 
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the agreed to 
set up plants 
in each of their countries. 


ogy 


started pro- 
Guction on Jan. 15, three 
Cae Sees Se formal ~ 


eas ane 24, 000 


tonnes was exported 
from during a two- 
month testing period, 
20,000 tonnes to Malaysia 
and the resi to Japan. 
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BRIEFS 


PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANY-LABOR AGREEMENT--Jakarta--Strikes that earlier were 

used frequently by workers as a weapon in fighting employers for their demands 
are no longer popular in Indonesia, as proved by the lack of reports on strikes 
since November. This is a sign that this country's labor force and entrepreneurs 
have a growing comprehension of Pancasila industrial relations. Sudomo, 
minister of manpower, made this statement in an address made prior to the signing 
ceremony for a joint cooperation agreement /PKB/ between the Pharmaceutical and 
Chemical Labor Union /SBFK/ based at the PT Kalbe Farma pharmaceutical plant 

and pharmaceutical companies in Jakarta, held on Thursday afternoon /15 December/. 
By understanding Pancasila industrial relations, the minister said, entrepreneurs 
and labor fight for the same things, and they work not only for themselves but 
also for the nation and the people. To insure that Pancasila industrial rela- 
tions are understood, guidelines for the good implementation of Pancasila 
industrial relations must quickly be disseminated widely in both labor and 
entrepreneurial spheres. The PKB between the SBFK based at the PT Kalbe Farma 
plant and pharmaceutical companies signed on Thursday afternoon consists of 

ll chapters and 76 articles, covering the rights and responsibilities of both 
parties bound by this agreement, namely, labor and entrepreneurs. The minister 
said the PKB V signed by the two parties is the ninth he has witnessed during 

the 8 months since he became minister of manpower. Dr Midian Sirait, director 
general of food and drug control, said the PKB entered into between the SBFK 
based at the PT Kalbe Farma plant and the companies which employed these workers 
is the second such agreement in the pharmaceutical company sphere. /Text/ 
/Surabaya SURABAYA POST in Indonesian 16 Dec 83 p 4/ 6804 


EAST JAVA SUGAR OUTPUT DROPS--Thirty-three sugar mills in East Java alto- 
gether produced 9,778,629 quintals in 1983, a decline of around 5.57% as 
against 10,356,012 in the previous year. According to the Joint 
Marketing Administration Office, the fall in the sugar production is due 
to the lessening of the sugar content. Sugarcane plantations in the 
province were expanded from 145,613 ha in 1982 to 167,724 ha last year. 
The production of sugarcane in East Java was up by about 17.8%, from 
109,690,883 quintals in 1982 to 128,161,395 quintals in 1983. [Text] 
[Jakarta BUSINESS NEWS in English 18 Jan 84 p 6] 




















ABRI FACTION ON PAY RAISE--Jakarta, 18 December--The fact that the ABRI 
/Indonesian Armed Forces/ faction did not comment on a proposal offered by 
another faction on the civil servants pay raise made during the working meeting 
of the APBN /Estimate of State Expenditures and Income/ Commission and the 
finance minister does not mean that this faction would like to withhold the 
raise. This was noted by Soehirno, a spokesman for the ABRI faction, in 
response to a newsman's question during 1 press conference held on Friday after- 
noon /16 December/. The ABRI faction remained silent during the working 
meeting held by the finance minister and the APBN commission, he said, because 
under present conditions the ABRI faction is placing more emphasis on national 
and government interests. He pointed to the number of ABRI personnel which 
includes some 500,000 to 700,000 government workers, noting, “If they were 
granted a pay raise, a great deal of money would be needed." Without saying 
how much money would be needed for the pay raise, Soehirno added that the 
amount of money needed for a pay increase would be greater if all civil servants 
are taken into consideration. "So, if we remained silent on the basis of this 
consideration, it did not mean that we were not in favor of a pay raise," he 
reaffirmed. He also said that proposing that the government grant civil 
servants a pay raise under present conditions "is the same situation as when a 
child asks his parents to buy him a toy although he knows his parents cannot 
afford it." Soehirno quickly added, the ABRI faction “would be uncomfortable 
if it was fe't to be a spoiler after a proposal was made to grant civil servants 
a pay raise." /fxcerpt/ /Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 19 Dec 83 pp 1, 2/ 
6804 
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MALAYSIA 


PRIME MINISTER CALLED UPON TO IMPLEMENT PLEDGE ON I: LAMIZATION 
Selangor SIN CHW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 18 Nov 83 p 7 


[Text] Dr Chen Man Hin, national chairman of the Democratic Action Party 
[DAP], today called upon the prime minister to pledge that government 
implementation of Islamization policy would not affect non-Muslims' way of 
life and that the rigid regulation for government workers to wear a 
"songkok" [Muslim cap] should be abolished. 


Dr Chen also appealed to the prime minister that his visit to Seremban will 
not be in the same nature as that of Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Musa who 
reprimanded the DAP but brought no benefit to the people of Seremban and 
the entire country. 


Dr Chen said: "The entire people, particularly the 5 million ethnic- 
Chinese Malaysians, are concerned and worried about the implementation of 
Islamization policy by the government, because indications are that this 
policy is already beginning to erode the habits and customs of non-Muslims, 
including the following: 


"1, All government workers, including non-Muslims, who are required to 
wear uniforms, must also put on a songkik on the head, such as prison 
wardens; 

"2. All national athletes, no matter whether they are Muslim or other- 
wise, must wear a songkik while on assignment overseas; 

"3, Non-Muslim male graduates of a technological university must wear 
a songkik, while women graduates must wear a Muslim veil; 

"4, Over-the-counter sales of pork in public markets all over the 
country are being steadily restricted. 


"All these have made non-Muslim Malaysians feel uneasy. I therefore appeal 
to the prime minister that when he visits Seremban today, he will publicly 
and formally announce the abolishment of these regulations by the National 
Front government," 


Lim Kit Siang said that during a past state assembly by-election in Penang, 
the National Front could earmark several million Malaysian dollars' worth 

of public fund to prove its "development" to the said district. By the same 
token, Lim added, he will, on behalf of Seremban's inhabitants, request the 
prime minister to appropriate a M$10 million emergency fund to solve the 
problem of flooding in Seremban. 
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MALAYSIA 


MCA LEADER INSISTS NOMINATION OF ROSIE TEH AS CANDIDATE WAS WISE 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 22 Nov 83 p 3 


[Text] The Malaysian Chinese Association [MCA] today refuted the accusation 
that its nomination of Rosie Teh Lee Beng as its candidate was the cause for 
the party's defeat in the Seremban by-election by the Democratic Action 
Party [DAP]. 


Tan Sri Chong Hon Nyan, MCA's secretary general, insisted that his party's 
nomination of Rosie Teh was a wise move, 


He said: "It is our sincere aspiration to increase women's representation 
in Parliament. That's why the MCA decided to nominate a woman candidate." 


At this Seremban by-election, Dr Chen Man Hin, national chairman of the DAP, 
won the Seremban electoral district with 23,897 votes against Rosie Teh's 
17,504 votes. 


Tan Sri Chong vowed that the MCA will continue to strive for greater 
women’s representation in Parliament, notwithstanding the by-election defeat. 


He termed Dr Chen Man Hin's victory over Rosie Teh by 6,393 votes as a come- 
back from his previous defeat at the hands of Datuk Lee San Choon last 

year. The Seremban parliamentry seat was left vacant after Datuk Lee's 
resignation from Parliament on 10 October this year. 


However, Tan Sri Chong said, the MCA res ,ects the choice made by Seremban 
voters and will improve its organizati~, + future elections, 
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MALAYSIA 


COMMENTARY ON OUTCOME OF SEREMBAN BY-ELECTION 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 22 Nov 83 p 2 
{[Commentary: "Reflection of Public Opinion on the Seremban By-Election"] 


[Text] The result of an intense and specially signif“cant by-election is 
known at last. Voters in Seremban decided to choose Dr Chen Man Hin of the 
Democratic Action Party [DAP] as their parliamentary representative for the 
second time around. This by-election was carried out in accordance with 
democratic procedures, and the voters’ decision was final. The Malaysian 
Chinese Association [MCA] should also concede to the result of this 
democratic ruling. 


We can prove from the result of this by-election that the political awareness 
of the Seremban electorate, particularly the ethnic-Chinese voters, has been 
heightened, They have made a wise choice after analyzing the political 

trend of the Chinese community. The parliamentary seat for Seremban has 
always been the domain of opposition parties, where the overwhelming 
majority of its 60,000-plus voters are ethnic Chinese. 


At the previous general elections, Datuk Lee San Choon, former MCA president, 
in seeking a political breakthrough for his party, decided to sacrifice his 
safe Segamat district and invaded Seremban to challenge DAP Chairman Dr 

Chen Man Hin. At that time, the election campaign confronted Seremban 
voters, particularly among the ethnic Chinese, with a dilemma. They had to 
choose between two equally able Chinese political leaders, which, to then, 
was a painful choice. It is believed that Seremban voters still vividly 
recall this episode. At that time too, the voters decided to give the MCA 

a chance and cast their votes in favor of Datuk Lee San Choon. Unexpectedly, 
however, Datuk Lee quit the MCA presidency and his parliamentary seat a 

year later, thereby requiring Seremban electors to make another choice. 


This time around, Dr Chen Man Hin of the DAP again donned his battle dress 
to fight with MCA's candidate in the person of Rosie Teh Lee Beng. Judging 
by position, Rosie Teh is way below Dr Chen and, furthermore, the voters in 
Seremban still owed Dr Chen a sentimental debt. So Dr Chen's victory in 
the by-election was the voters’ way of clearing their conscience. 


39 














Dr Chen has taken part in a total of five elections for a parliamentary seat 
for Seremban district, first trouncing his opponent Datuk Ong Seng Chiu by 
5,402 votes and again beating the same opponent by 3,339 votes. During 

the third election, Dr Chen clobbered Dr Gan Kong Sing by 8,073 votes. At 
the fourth election, he was beaten by Datuk Lee San Choon by 845 votes, 

this time he wiped out his past humiliation by collecting a majority of 
6,393 votes over his female opponent. 


In this by-election, the two contending parties used different campaign 
strategies and publicity methods. The MCA put up Rosie Teh as its candidate 
to indicate the party's determination to alleviate the political position 
of ethnic-Chinese women. But this slogan failed to suppress the special 
emotional ties between Dr Chen and the Seremban electorate. 


In strategy, the DAP apparently fared better than the MCA, for the former 
was able to utilize to its own advantage Lee San Choon's resignation from 
his government office after his successful election, which was interpreted 
as MCA's desertion of the Seremban electorate. In addition, the scandal 

of the Bumiputra Malaysia Finance [BMF] was exploited as a target of attack 
by opposition parties; the Negeri Sembilan chief minister was quoted as 
saying during the election campaign that should the candidate of the 
opposition parties win the election, Seremban's development would lose its 
meaning. But Seremban voters are not three-year-old children, and the said 
chief minister's remark evoked a bad reaction from them. Such propaganda 
worked to MCA's disadvantage, curtailing the number of votes cast by the 
electors. These were the secondary causes for MCA's defeat. 
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MALAYSIA 


EDITORIAL EXAMINES AFTERMATH OF SEREMBAN BY-ELECTION 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 4 Dec 83 p 2 
[Editorial] 


[Text] The Seremban parliamentary by-election is over. The dust is churned 
up by the two battling parties is gradually settling down. Only time will 
tell whether what they said during their electioneering are true, whether 
their promises are to be taken into account and whether their programs are 
realistic. However, whatever their political directions may be, there is 
a more important thing for us to do: As voters, wherever we may live or 
no matter whether we were directly involved in the Seremban by-election or 
not, we must examine the outcome of this by-election and turn it into a 
political education for the next election. This way we believe we can 
enhance the electorate's political understanding and help us in seeking or 
recognizing our direction from the current maze. 


Although some people said that the outcome of this by-election reflected 

the “voters' immature political mentality and attitude," that was only a one- 
sided opinion. The fact is that the voters have at least done the following 
intelligently: 


1. They were not induced by profit motive: During a campaign occasion, 
Negeri Sembilan's chief minister in his capacity as local top leader of the 
National Front, warned the voters: "If the opposition party wins this by- 
election, the National Front government will cancel all set development 

plans for Seremban," adding that "this is not a threat, but a fact." Such 
words definitely evoked a bad reaction from the voters. If they had 
succumbed to the warning and cast their votes at random, it would have been 

a case of "forgetting one's integrity under the temptation of personal gains." 
And how can we improve the quality of our voters? Expenditures for national 
development are derived from taxation. Governwent leaders are merely 
entrusted to collect taxes and they are responsible for taking care of 
development work. A development plan cannot be cancelled as a punishment 

to voters who refuse to be cowed into submission. If the power that be is 
allowed to utilize government facilities to force voters to fill out their 
ballots against their will or better judgment, what's the use of "entering 
into an election contest?" 

















2. They did not lose their judgment at the pretext of alleviating women's 
rights: Due to various reasons, the ruling party knew well ahead of by- 
election time that voters were harboring an ill feeling against it. That 
was why this party used the slogan of improving women's representation in 
its effort to get out of the predicament. Unfortunately, the result left 
much to be desired. This shows that the voters were not carried away by 
the said party's slogan. Matter of fact, it was not that the voters intended 
to look down upon women's rights, but that there was a more important 
policy problem which they wanted the government to reconsider, and casting 
their votes appropriately was one way of expressing their aspiration. At 
the same time, if the authorities had been sincere in safeguarding women's 
rights, they should have sent up a number of women candidates in the 
previous general elections by way of firmly encouraging women's 
participation in politics, but not at the last desperate minute. 


3. They were not confused by factionalism: During the election campaign, 
some persons tried to incite factionalism and fish in troubled waters by 
using Romanized Chiungchow dialect for a cartoon caption. This was an 
unwise move which created a bad reaction from the public. If the propaganda 
of opposition parties was accused of factionalism, what were these persons 
up to? 


Apart from the abovementioned factors, the voters also took into considera- 
tion the scandal of the Bank Bumiputra and the half-way resignation of a 
former member of Parliament. However, another important factor was that 
ethnic-Chinese voters deeply felt the gradual erosion of their fundamental 
interests, such as the “one language, one culture" policy of the National 
Front government. Honestly, even if the opposition parties did not "play 
up factionalism," non-Muslims all over the land had long been feeling uneasy. 
Therefore, it was only natural that they expressed their dissatisfaction 
through their ballots, for voting is their only weapon under the democratic 
System. This feeling of dissatisfaction is widespread in non-Muslim 
communities; whether in the ruling parties, the opposition parties or mass 
organizations. Such feeling is going from bad to worse, although it cannot 
be expressed out loud in one voice due to party affiliation. The ethnic- 
Chinese ruling party has already expressed its standpoint on the "one 
language, one culture" policy and affirmed its continuing fight for incora- 
ting Chinese tradition and culture into the mainstream of national culture, 
as well as safeguarding the right to use and develop the Chinese language, 
as stipulated in the national constitution. This standpoint has reminded 
us of a story in the Reader's Digest ;: 


When he saw that a hunter was aiming the gun at him, the bear hurridly 
said: "Can we sit down and talk? What is it that you want after all?" 


Said the hunter: "I want a piece of animal skin." 


Replied the bear, confidently: "That's easy. I can give you a piece of 
animal skin as a present, but first I must fill my hungry stomach." 


So the hunter and the bear walked side by side to talk things over. Finally, 
only the bear emerged out of the woods, his stomach filled. The hunter was 
also covered with an animal skin. 
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When the Chinese ruling party proposed to the government to incorporate 
Chinese culture into the Malaysian mainstream, did he adopt the same 
attitude as the hunter? Only the party itself knows. 


After the by-election, the Chinese community was most concerned with one 
problem: Have we returned to the crossroads? Judging by past history, if 
the Chinese political party persists in maintaining a closed-door policy 

and preventing all Chinese groups and organizations from huddling together 
for a common cause, and obstructing our aspirations from getting across to 
the government, then we are bound to find ourselves at the crossroads again. 


Finally, to the victorious in this by-election, we would like to remind him 


of Franklin P. Adam's words. He said: "Elections are won by men and women 
chiefly because most people vote against somebody, rather than for somebody." 
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MALAYSIA 


RESULTS OF SEREMBAN BY-ELECTION REVIEWED 


Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 23 Nov 83 p 3 


[Article] 


[Text] Ever since the Seremban parliamentary by-election started to brew 
in the middle of this year, through Datuk Lee San Choon's resignation in 
October, the nomination of party candidates on 3 November, to the polling 
day on the 19th, it carried a special significance to the Chinese community. 
The by-election developed into a most stirring by-election battle unpre- 
ceder.ed in the history of Chinese politics in this country. 


The result of the vote was that Sermmban electoral district reverted to 
the hands of Dr Chen Man Hin, nationa) chairman of the Democratic Action 
Party [DAP]. However, by picking up the odds and ends and catching the 
sound and the fury from the two contending parties during this by-election 
process, one fan produce a picture which is full of all sorts of joys and 
sorrows for us to savor and endure, particularly for the participants. 


The emergence of Rosie Teh Lee Beng as MCA’s candidate was a cynosure indeed. 
After more than 10 days of hard battle, she finally learned a precious, 
worldy-wise lesson. From the bottom of her heart she said, after her 


defeat: "Now I understand who are our true and real friends." 
Although received no small support from the Malaysian Chinese 
Associa: .], yet on the evening when the ballots were counted, she 


was accompani . only by her husband Tan Kok Eng, Auw Hoh San and Cheng Hong 
Liang, both city assemblymen. As to MCA's high-ranking leaders who claimed 
to wholeheartedly support Ms Teh in the by-election campaign, such as Datuk 
Neo Yee Pan, Datuk Mak Hon Kam and Roeemary Chong, they were nowhere to be 
seen. This picture presents a sharp contrast to the situation in the DAP 
camp. 


Was that the reality of life to let "a beauty” suffer distress alone? 
Some persons have privately criticized tha: MCA's top leaders had no 


inclination (or time) to appear at the polling station because they simply 
had no confidence in the outcome of the by-election. 
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The most important point is that these leaders apparently did not know how 
Ms Teh Lee Beng felt as a candidate. No matter the outcome of the by- 
election, they should have been present at the polling center to give her 
moral and emotional support, and to show their noble spirit in facing the 
fact. 


As Negeri Sembilan Chief Minister Mohamad Isa has remarked, Ms Teh, as a 
new figure in our political arena, deserves our encouragement for having 
collected more than 17,000 votes. 


We would like to remind Ms Teh of the fact that to her the success or 
failure of the Seremban by-election is not important. After this battle, 
she must have absorbed much precious experience and she will have to 
strengthen her outlook in life and politics in order to face the challenge 
of the future. 


Dr Chen Man Hin was moved to tears when he was nominated as DAP's candidate 
for the Seremban by-election, an indication that this veteran politician 
was all excited in his innermost being. 


As a matter of fact, it was not the DAP that caused Dr Chen to shed tears 
but his devoted supporters, including Chinese, Malay and Indian national- 
ities irrespective of sex and age. 


As generally point out, Dr Chen's personality, and not his political party, 
was the most overriding factor for winning the by-election. 


Of course, the sentimental vote of the electors was an important element 
for DAP's victory. The MCA, the only party that claims to represent the 
interests of the Chinese community, must face the fact why a number of 
Chinese voters preferred to cast their votes to the other party. 


The Chinese voters in Seremban were willing to reject National Front's 
development and choose the weak opposition party instead. Surely this 
should serve as a warning to the MCA. Add to this the events in Kabayang, 
and Lobu, and the MCA should be brave enough to make a self-criticism. 


Lee San Choon's departure was a severe test for the MCA, particularly at 
this time when the Chinese community is feeling dissatisfied. Unless the 
MCA is prepared to make a thorough self-overhaul, its future as a political 
party will worsen. 


Last year, after his party the DAP suffered an unprecedented defeat, Dr 
Chen severely criticized a few of its top leaders for their arrogance 
and indifference to the electoral district, which led to the party's 
collapse on 22 April. 


His open criticism of the party's weakness won the respect of many 
insightful people. 


Who would have thought that 18 months afterward, Dr Chen was to don his 


battle dress again. It is believed that this time his inspiring awe by 
upholding justice won him back many neutral votes he lost last year. 
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The DAP gimmick of “putting Lee San Choon on public trial” in Seremban 
was criticized by the public as an unwise move. 


Political circles believe that if such ploy were reenacted in last year's 
election, Dr Chen's loss would be greater then 845 votes. 


It is hoped that the “prosecutors” Lim Kit Siang and Auw Swat Pang would 
learn a precious experience and avoid such low-class tactic again, or else 
they would be accused of acting like "half Jiang Qing" and would tarnish 
DAP's public image. 


On the eve of candidate nominations, the Negeri Sembilan branch of the DAP 
not to be outdone, also came out to make trouble for the MCA. Many meddle- 
some people, taking pleasure in others’ misfortune, were awaiting to witness 
National Front member parties produce a good “breaking"™ skit. 


The fact proves that these people were disappointed. 

Now that the dust has settled down, the DAP is adopting a gentlemanly 
attitude, causing mo more trouble to the MCA. This is a good beginning for 
the Chinese throughout the country. 


We hope that Chinese parties who are members of the National Front will at 
least adopt a magnificent attitude toward one another. 
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MALAYSIA 


POSTMORTEM OF SEREMBAN BY-ELECTION 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 23 Nov 83 p 12 
[Commentary: "Was the By-Election Swayed by One's Emotions?"] 


[Text] At the Seremban parliamentary by-election, Dr Chen Man Hin, 

national chairman of the Democratic Action Party [DAP], not only won the 
unprecedently highest record of 23,897 votes, but also beat Rosie Teh Lee 
Beng, candidate for the National Front's Malaysian Chinese Association [MCA] 
by a plurality of 6,393 votes. Dr Chen thus becomes a member of Parliament 
for the fourth time around. 


Various newspapers and public circles vied with one another in commenting on 
the outcome of this most intense and stirring Seremban by-election. The 
majority of the comments and analyses said that the Seremban voters were 
swayed by their emotions, weak in their educational foundation, immature 

of political awareness and were simply casting "protest votes"--an indica- 
tion that they attached great importance to personal benefit and sentiments. 


While extensively exploring the overlapping nature between the direction 
of public opinion and the political popular will, many people attributed 
MCA's defeat to the low voting rate of Malay electors or to the impetuous 
act of the electorate as a whole. I beg to differ. 


The characteristics of the voters may be divided into four types: the 
pondering type, the feeling type, the emotional type and the perceiving 
type. These four types may be subdivided into two kinds: the introvert 

and the extrovert. Among all these personalities, some pay more importance 
to their own thinking than to the facts, some are reasonable and intolerant, 
while others are unrealistic and subjective, still others are receptive to 
hints and pointers, and still others are unstable and whimsical. 


Therefore, it would be misleading, unrealistic and insincere to put the 
blame entirely on the "emotional type" of voters for MCA's crushing defeat 
in the by-election amid our complex social psychology and mass behavior. 


First of all, it cannot be denied that there is mutual, deep feelings 
between Dr Chen and the Seremban electorate, but we must realize that when 
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Datuk Lee San Choon came to Seremban to seek a politically-significant 
breakthrough in Chinese politics last year, he moved and inspired 
innumerable Seremban voters and the Chinese people in general. As a 
result, Datuk Lee trounced the deeply-entrenched Dr Chen Man Hin. To a 
certain extent, such a situation proved that Chinese voters did experience 
a conflicting struggle in thougit and emotion. When they know that the 
interests of the Chinese community are at stake, these Chinese voters are 
willing to do away with their “impetuous act" and choose practical power 
and influence instead. 


If one argues that Seremban electors cast their votes in favor of the DAP 
on account of their weak educational foundation, he is merely finding 
excuses to console himself; moreover, he is underestimating the voters’ 
political awareness. The average age of Seremban 60,000 plus voters is 
about 39 years old. As it was difficult for elderly, sick or weak voters 
to go to the polls on election day, the average age of the voters must 
have been below 39 years old. Are we to believe that the life experiences 
of these young and able voters are inadequate to be used in their voting 
judgments? 


According to an editorial in the MALYASIAN HERALD, beginning last year's 
general elections, the MCA were beaten one after another in Kabayang, Lobu 
and Seremban by-elections, while the United Malays National Organization 
[UMNO] was never once beaten at the same by-elections in the said districts. 


This Malay newspaper quoted the comments made by a certain political 
observer and accurately pinpointed the factors for MCA's defeat. The 
political observer said: Rosie Teh Lee Beng just emerged from her thatched 
cottage, while Chen Man Hin was already known to one and all. Datuk Lee 
San Choon showed no concern about Seremban voters, making them feel that 

he does not really mean to serve the Seremban people but merely to satisfy 
his personal heroism. He was nowhere to be seen after his resignation and 
retirement, and this made the electorate feel that they were hoodwinked. 


The editorial said that the MCA and the National Front should be responsible 
for Datuk Lee San Choon's error, and it will take a long time for the 
electors to forget this fact. As a matter of fact, the Seremban electorate 
want an able parliamentary representative to render them good service. 


If one says that MCA's defeat is attributed to the voters being swayed by 
their emotions, this is not a sincere attitude in pinpointing the true 
cause. Very often, the clog-up of political outlook of a party can bring a 
lot of trouble to the people it is supposed to serve, such as expressing 
opinionated opinions, endangering the public good through selfishness, 
befriending the villain and avoiding the wise, seizing and tyranically 
abusing power and riding roughshod over others. 


9300 
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MALAYSIA 


RESTRICTION ON USE OF CHINESE IN SIGNBOARDS REGRETTED 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 22 Nov 83 p 12 


[Text] Datuk Lee Seng Cheng, president of the Kedah Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce, deplored the government policy of restricting the use of Chinese 
in signboards and called on the authorities to revoke the regulation for the 
sake of upholding the democratic spirit. He was speaking at a banquet 
marking the 20th anniversary of the Chung Ling Alumni Association last 
night. 


Datuk Lee pointed out that the disunity of the Chinese has been caused 
mainly by the abnormal political bickerings among various parties which 
bring their partisan politics into practically all our social activities. 
In Kedah, for instance, the ethnic Chinese form a minority in Kedah's 
population, yet this small Chinese community is rent by disunity on account 
of unreasonable political strife. Such a situation has defeated those 
earnest political workers and endangered the entire Chinese community. Our 
society finds itself in a predicament and has become a laughing stock for 
other nationalities. A number of extremist elements have been trying to 
incite racist sentiments to attain their political objectives. In govern- 
ment administration, deviations with racial overtones are rampant, resulting 
in losses sustained by the Chinese in cultural, educational, industrial 

and commercial fields. 


Analyzing the situa.ion further, Datuk Lee sa‘d that in a democratic country, 
the minority should follow the majority, but ‘he majority are obliged to 
respect the opinions and guarantee the due riguts of the minority. Never- 
theless, we strongly feel that this democratic spirit is not being fully 

put into practice. Take the question of signboards: While the minority 
follow the majority, the latter do not respect the former. The Chinese 
follow the majority and accept Malay as the national language. Therefore, 

we do not object to the regulation that a signboard should contain the 
national language by way of showing our respect to it. But our aspiration 
of also using the Chinese language on the signboard is restricted. 


Datuk Chen Wing Sum, vice chairman of the Gerakan Rakyet Malaysia [Malaysian 
People's Movement or GERAKAN for short], also gave a speech in his capacity 
as president of the Chung Ling Alumni Association. Touching on philosophy 
of life and values of survival, he urged all alumni present to learn from 
the altruistic spirit of the school principal Chen Chung En and make 
contributions to the society and the nation. 
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MALAYSIA 


SIN CHEW JIT POH CHAIRMAN TALKS ABOUT CHINESE PRESS, SCHOOLS 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 18 Nov 83 p l 


[Text] Datuk Lim Kheng Kim, board chairman of SIN CHEW JIT POH, stressed 
that in a society where racism still prevails, the Chinese press has the 

sacred mission of diluting extremism and fanaticism, as well as opposing 

racial politics. 


He maintained that: 


--Chinese primary schools form the root of Chinese culture. Without 
these schools, the age-old Chinese culture will lose its roots and die. 
Therefore, assiduously learning the Chinese language, safeguarding Chinese 
primary schools and supporting independent Chinese middle schools constitute 
the fundamental task for developing Chinese education and culture. 


--Mastering the national [Malay] language not only guarantees the 
future for further studies. More importantly, it is the common language 
for the entire Malaysian people and through this lingua franca we can inter- 
mingle and promote our understanding and solidarity among all the national- 
ities. 


Datuk Lim was speaking at the opening ceremony of the first (1983) nation- 
wide Chinese primary schools’ national language writing and oratory contest 
today. Deputy Education Minister Datuk Dr Tan Tiong Hong officiated at the 
opening ceremony of the contest. Others present included Lim Hon Keong, 
board member of SIN CHEW JIT POH; Lau Chian Chun, chief editor and acting 
general manager of the same newspaper; Khoo Geok Liang, business manager; 
Wee Ho Peng, executive editor; Lee Kim Choong, Selangor school superinten- 
dent; and Yeo Tiong Thie, board vice chairman of Khoon Sing Primary School. 


Datuk Lim Kheng Kim's address reads in full as follows: 


We are honored to have this opportunity of supporting this nationwide 
Chinese primary schools’ national language writing and oratory contest which 
is organized by the action committee of the All-Malaysia Primary Chinese 
Schools National Language Movement. This shows the close relationship 
between our newspaper and Chinese educational circles. 
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This national language movement, initiated by a number of principals of 
Chinese primary schools, started out from the Selangor area and was favor- 
ably received by various circles. Under the encouragement of Deputy 
Education Minister Datuk Dr Tan Tiong Hong, the movement spread all over 
the country for the first time this year. Of course, without the full 
support of principals and teachers in various regions, it would have been 
impossible to achieve the success we have today where the contest finalists 
are gathered to vie for the Unity Cup presented by Prime Minister Datuk 

Sri Dr Mahathir. 


The purpose of holding this contest is to temper primary school pupils’ 
ability in mastering the national language. It carries a great practical 
meaning under the prevailing circumstances. Our national educational 
policy has determined the important status of the national language, which 
is the medium in government middle schools and colleges and universities. 
By mastering the national language, one's future for further studies is 
guaranteed. More importantly, the national language is the common language 
for all our races and only through this lingua franca can we intermingle 
harmoniously and promote interracial understanding and unity. According to 
authoritative statistics, however, the national-language standard in Chinese 
primary schools is very low. Therefore, it becomes our urgent task to 
enhance the level. 


However, besides improving the standards of national-language education, 
Chinese primary schools should lay a solid mother-tongue foundation for 
their pupils. A primary school is the very place to impart rudimentary 
education to beginners, while the mother tongue is the best medium through 
which children grasp and absorb knowledge. That's why mother tongue 
education during the primary school period is most important. Broadly 
speaking, Chinese primary schools form the root of Chinese culture; without 
them, the age-old Chinese culture will not take root and will die. There- 
fore, assiduously learning the Chinese language, safeguarding Chinese 
primary schools and supporting independent Chinese middle schools constitute 
the fundamental task for developing Chinese education and culture. 


Il hope the government can use a magnanimous spirit, ideological education 
and common values as focal points for its cultural and educational policy. 
Languages are effective tools for educating the people. Therefore, letting 
all kinds of languages develop freely not only conforms to the spirit of our 
constitution but also enriches Malaysian culture. 


In addition, Chinese newspapers are also tools for continuing and developing 
Chinese culture, Our daily is fully aware of its functions and duties and 
giving full rein to its positive role in line with its constitutional 
rights, by promoting the development of our national culture and national 
cultural endeavors. 


In a situation where the Chinese society is facing all kinds of challenges, 
Chinese newspapers, like Chinese primary schools, are not without difficul- 
ties. If the Chinese community continues to be in dissension, our next 
generation will find itself in a worse predicament. It would be an 
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unthinkable situation for the Chinese society, if one day all Chinese 
primary schools and newspapers were wiped out by an adverse current. Already 
we have lost so much and I do not propose to detail the causes and effects 
which have led us to our present low position. Are we prepared to lose our 
last cultural battlefront? I believe that all of us cherish a common 
awareness and goal, a fundamental desire to carry forward Chinese culture, 

by sending our children to Chinese primary schools and by backing the 
Chinese press. 


Chinese newspapers are not only a cultural heritage of the Chinese race, 

but also a valuable national asset. Ina society where racism still exists, 
the Chinese press shoulder a sacred mission of diluting extremism and 
fanaticism, as well as opposing racist politics. Based on the UN Declaration 
of Human Rights, the principle of equality and democracy of our federal 
constitution, and the interest of national unity, our daily dares to express 
the will of the people, to urge political leaders of various nationalities 
to assume greater responsibilities and to carry out fair, aboveboard 
policies which augur well for the unity and harmony of the entire people. 
Only through a real and complete harmony among the people can we bring 
greater unity into play and make greater contributions toward national 
construction and social reform. 


Recently Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir advocated the "Malaysia, Inc" concept in 
order to have closer cooperation between the government and the people. 

I believe that such cooperation is not restricted to the economic field, but 
that it can also be applied to the cultural and educational field. The 
national language oratory contest organized by Chinese primary schools is a 
good case in point. This is a meaningful, worth-developing, new trend for 
state-private joint enterprises. 
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MALAYSIA 


BUMIPUTRA BUSINESSMEN NOT INTERESTED IN GUANGZHOU TRADE FAIR 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 19 Nov 83 p 7 


[Text] Haji Muhyiddin, a deputy minister of trade and industry, indicated 
today that very few bumjputra businessmen are interested in participating 
in the annual Guangzhou Trade Fair. He said that normally a government 
trade delegation would comprise not less then 40 bumiputra businessmen, and 
the delegation to the Guangzhou Trade Fair is a special case. He pointed 
out that the government strongly encourages qualified bumiputra businessmen 
to take part in a trade delegation overseas so they can market their 
respective products. Deputy Minister Muhyiddin made these remarks at the 
summing-up of a parliamentary debate on the supply of commodities by the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry yesterday. He said that to promote our 
products in foreign countries, the government will send at least five trade 
delegations next year, including China, Japan, the United States and 
European countries. 


Speaking about other activities of his ministry, he said that under the 
Supplies Control Act, its Law Enforcement Division last month banned M$28.5 
million worth of merchandise. On the other hand, under the Price Control 
Act, the Law Enforcement Division of the ministry also banned M$219,000 
worth of commodities. Under the Commerce Act, the same division also 

banned commodities worth M$1 million in total. Muhyiddin added that the 
Law Enforcement Division also took other measures against violators, thereby 
averting consumers from being cheated by manufacturers, businessmen or 
advertising. 


He said that the authorities have revised the Commodities Act, so that 
violators may now be penalized up to a maximum fine of M$200,000. Earlier, 
Bahari bin Haron, an M.P. representing Labis district, called on the govern- 
ment to mete out a stricter punishment against fruadulent advertisements 

to safeguard the interests of consumers. 


Saidin bin Mat Piah, an M.P. representing Padang Rengas district, urged the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry to sternly deal with counterfeiters in the 
interests of consumers and the reputation of genuine manufacturers. 


Ibrahim Azmi bin Hassan, an M.P. representing Kuala Nerus district, proposed 
to the government to control the import of products which can be manufactured 
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in Malaysia in order to protect our own products. ke also urged the 
government to build more docks so our products can be directly exported 
aboard our own ships, thereby lowering our cost price. 


The Supplies Bill of the Ministry of Trade and Industry will be passed 
at a later date next year. 
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MALAYSIA 


CORRECTION OF UNFAIR EDUCATION, ECONOMIC RESTRICTIONS ON CHINESE DEMANDED 
Selangor KIN KWOK DAILY NEWS in Chinese 22 Nov 83 p 12 


[Text] In his welcoming speech at a banquet of the Bukit Bahru Hock Chiu 
Association, held to celebrate the completion of its new clubhouse and to 
mark the opening of the 2nd plenary session of the 15th All-Malaysia 
Federation of Hock Chiu Associations, Datuk Kuok Hock Yao, conference chair- 
man, said: 


"Ever since the establishment of our federation, our businessmen and close 
relatives and fellow townsmen have been converging here every year from 
various corners, including delegates from Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore. 
This gathering carries a great significance. I hereby did you all a hearty 
welcome to the Bukit Bahru Kuan Joo Independent Chinese Middle School." 


Beh Chin Chaun, president of the federation, praised the accomplishments of 
the said school. He made mention of unfair restrictions by the government 
against ethnic-Chinese culture, education and economy. He maintained that 
a memorandum should be submitted to the authorities to correct these 
irregularities. 


Datuk Lau Nam Hui appealed to one and all in his speech to support an early 
formation of a nationwide Chinese Union. He praised Bukit Bahru Hock Chiu 
Association's outstanding performance in canvassing an educational fund. 

It is gratifying to note, he said, that every year our business circles hold 
a “gathering of heroes." He added that if all Chinese throughout the land 
can show such unity as we do in this gathering, we need fear nothing. 


Datuk Yap Kim Hock, on behalf of the school's board of trustees, accepted 
a donation totalling M$13,050 for the educational fund. See Tun Hoh, 
general affairs manager of the Federation of Hock Chiu Associations, gave 
thanks to the conference participants at his closing speech. 
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MALAYSIA 


BRIEFS 


BARISAN NATIONAL'S DEFEAT--Prime Minister Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir said that 
Barisan National's [National Front's] defeat in the Seremban by-election 
had been anticipated, because in the previous general elections Datuk Lee 
San Choon won the ballot by a mere margin of 545 votes. Thus said the 
prime minister after attending a Journalism Award presentation ceremony 
sponsored by the WARTA HARIAN daily yesterday. In the Seremban by-election, 
Dr Chen Man Hin, chairman of the Democratic Action Party [DAP], recaptured 
the electoral district by getting 23,897 votes, while the Barisan Nasional's 
[MCA's] candidate Rosie Teh got 17,504 votes. The margin of majority was 
6,393 votes. [Excerpts] [Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 

22 Nov 83 p 3] 9300 
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NEW CALEDONIA 


BRIEFS 


MINERAL OUTPUT DROPS—-Figures just released by New Caledonia's Mines and Energy 
Service show the territory's exports of metallurgical products and nickel ore 
dropped during the most of last year. Although there was a slight rise in 
metallurgical production last November, the overall figures for the first eleven 
months of 1983 show a drop of four thousand tonnes to 26,900 tonnes. Nickel ore 
exports fell by over 300,000 tonnes during the year to November 1983 to just 
over one million tonnes - reflecting a general slump in the nickel industry. 
Metal products and nickel ore are New Caledonia's major exports. [Text] 
[Honiara SOLOMON STAR in English 27 Jan 84 p 8] 


FISHING AGREEMENT WITH ROK--New Caldeonia has become a signatory to fishing 
agreements between France and South Korea for the first time. This was an- 
nounced by the New Caledonia's Government Councillor responsible for fisheries 
Mr. Henri Baily, who returned from negotiations in South Korea. The fishing 
agreements between France and South Korea were signed in 1980. Mr Bailly 

said he favoured joint ventures between companies from South Korea and his own 
country and that the Koreans were interested in the Territory's Commercial 
Fishing Industry. He said they approved of Harbour facilities which provided 
a good wharf, icemaking, fuel and telex services. Mr Bailley said the South 
Koreans particularly linked New Caledonia's modern freezing facilities which 
meant that fish could be frozen quickly for the Asian Sashimi or raw fish 
market. He said South Korean vessels could start visiting New Caledonia from 
the end of June. [Text] [Honiara SOLOMON STAR in English 3 Feb 84 p 8] 


CSO: 4200/503 
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PHILIPPINES 


SERIES HITS GOVERNMENT ABUSE, FOREIGN ECONOMIC DOMINATION 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 25-27 Jan 84 
[25 Jan 84 pp 6, 11] 


[Article by Lihok-Mindanao: "Our Stand on the Present Political Situation 
in the Country"] 


[Text] We are witnessing today an unusual ferment of people's protests 
against the Marcos dictatorship. 


These protests were triggered by the assassination of Sen Benigno S. Aquino, 
a leading figure in the country's struggle for democracy. But they are not 
merely the product of this single event. The protests represent the people's 
collective sufferings, their piled-up grievances, their deep frustrations and 
discontents under 11 years of one-man rule. 


For a long time the people have exerted efforts to voice out their feeling 
and ideas, to find solutions to the problems which are the causes of their 
despair. But the regime only concocts lies to confuse, divide and pacify 
them, such as when the "New Society" was changed to the "New Republic,” or 
the PCO to PDA. Most of the time they are suppressed outright--by means 
of brute force. 


A Land of Bloodshed and Tears 


The brutal killing of Aquino symbolizes the daily violence of exploitation 
and oppression inflicted on the people by the Marcos regime and all those who 
benefit from it, especially the big foreign capitalists led by the United 
States. 


This violence is seen in all its nakedness in Mindanao. This land of promise 
has become a land of much bloodshed and tears. 


The region is the most highly-militarized in the entire country. At present 
there are 23 AFP battlaions deployed in so called "NPA-infested" places. 

The figure does not include other battalions stationed in "MNLF hotbeds” 

and the 3,000 Marines moved from Palawan to this area only last October 2, 
1983. They are now launching the biggest “counter-insurgency drives” in 

the rural areas under the aegis of “Oplan Katatagan.” 
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in addition to these are the terror squads, encouraged or even initiated by 
the military authorities--such as the Rock Christ, 4KK, Lost Command PANAMIN- 
armed tribal groups. They prey and spy on the people. And they kill with 
impunity--out of vengeance for some imagined crime or upon orders of the 
military. 


But the awesome armed forces of the Marcos regime do not seem to be winning 
the fight against “insurgents.” So instead they are conducting their 
warfare against the people. The military have installed a reign of terror 
among the civilian populace. Widespread violations of human rights proceed 
with blessings from the promoters of “national security.” 


In Oplan Katatagan jargon they cail it “winning the hearts and minds of the 
people.” In reality it means: 


--Forced evacuations and hamletting of thousands of families from the areas 
affected by military campaigns and operations. Hardest hit this year are the 
provinces of Davao del Norte, Davao del Sur and Davao Oriental, Bukidnon, 
Agusan del Norte-Misamis Oriental, and Zamboanga del Norte and del Sur. 

Human rights and lawyers’ groups report 20,000 families subjected to hamlet- 
ting in Davao del Norte; 10,000 in Davao del Sur; 35,000 people in Agusan 

del Sur. The figures are incomplete and are only for the first half of the 
year. 


--Zoning operations where soldiers and paramilitary forces cordon off an 
area and conduct searches and arrests. On a “typical” month of zoning in 
Zamboanga del Sur (from March 4-23, 1983), PA-CHDF troops shot dead a farmer 
for refusing to pay extortion money; raided several houses and burned them; 
picked up a farmer on suspicion that he was an NPA member and sprayed him 
with bullets; beat up several barrio folk and dragged them off. 


Zoning has emerged as the more prevalent practice in the first half of 1982, 
Task Force Detainees-Mindanao reports. In Agusan del Norte and Misamis 
Oriental, 10,000 persons were affected in prolonged zoning operations lasting 
for almost five weeks. 


--Massacres, salvaging, tortures, arrests and detentions. For the first 

half of the year alone, TDFP documented in Mindanao 966 arrests, 387 cases 

of torture, 100 cases of salvaging, 57 cases of disappearances, 96 massacred 
and 27 killed in strafing incidents. These show aa unprecedented rise over 
the 1982 figures: 1983 arrests somewhat exceeding and the tortures and kill- 
ings nearly double the total numbers for the whole year of 1982. 


But not only has the “quantity” of human rights violations increased at an 
alarming rate. The “quality” has also made a turn for the worse, with some 
cases rivalling primitive rituals of savagery. Ruth Duenas, Ateneo de Davao 
graduate and a labor organizer, had a face scorched with a blowtorch. A 
student at Zamboanga City was told to dig his own grave, shot, then buried 
while still alive. Hernando Cortez, arrested in General Santos City, had 
deep gashes running along the length of both arms, the wounds were stitched 
together, then slashed again. Pedro Segura of Tiniwisan, Agusan del Norte 
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was found with his tongue and sexual organ cut off and his eyes gouged out. 
Triponio Andres, ex-seminarian of Davao City, had legs smashed to a pulp. 
All—-including their companions--were listed by the military as having been 
killed in “encounters with government patrols." The body of Cortez, for 
example, was photographed with a .38 revolver, .45 pistol and a hand grenade 
placed beside it. 


Outright massacres have occurred in the remote parts of the countryside, hard 
to reach by road or communications. One of the most brutal recorded this 
year was on June 20, 1983 when 400 Marine swooped down on Calawag Lumbayao, 
Valencia, Bukidnon, and killed 70 persons on the spot. Thirty-three bodies 
have been recovered, buried in a mass grave in Valencia (TFD report). 
Another was in San Pedro, Prosperidad, Agusan del Sur on June 25, 1983. 
Thirteen heavily armed men later on identified as INP-CHDF members forced 
13 farmers to gather for a “meeting” in a nearby dance hall. After being 
subjected to interrogation and all sorts of humiliation, these farmers were 
sprayed with bullets. All died except one who was able to escape and tell 
the tale later on (published in Katarungan, June-July 1983). 


The poor and deprived suffer the most from military terrorism. They are 
summarily executed simply for joining a strike for attending a rally against 
abuses, for refusing to be hamletted, for living in an "NPA-infested" area, 
or for walking down the street while a military operation is going on. More 
than 50 percent of those arrested were peasants, 10 percent were laborers. 


[26 Jan 84 p 6) 


[Text] This year has been marked by increasing political repression in other 
sectors; the crack down on labor as part of nationwide scheme of the Marcos 
regime to cripple the militant trade union movement, the mass arrests and 
witch hunting of church people supporting the people's struggles, the harass- 
ment and arrest of legal opposition personalities. 


Labor arrests include Danilo Vergara of Iligan City (June 22 and Adolfo 
Lauson of Cagayan de Oro City (August 28). Last October 22, Adelino Laure, 
secretary-general of the National Coalition for the Protection of Worker's 
Rights--Mindanao was killed by the military just as he was discharged from 
a hospital in Cagayan de Oro City. 


Glaring cases of church repression are: the arrest of UCCP pastor Volker 
Schmidt (March 26) in Davao City; the humiliation and character assassination 
of Fr Orlando Tizon by his military captors; the smear campaign against Fr 
Harry Van Engelon in Agusan del Norte; the ransack of the parish library in 
Maranding Lanao del Norte on July 13; the arrest of Fr Francisco Olvis on 
July 20 and witch hunt of Father Dong Galenzoga during a raid on convent in 
Maysaysay, Lanao del Norte on July 24; the August 1/7 arrests of Fr Jun 

Evasco and UCCP Pastors Ruben Ongog and Reuben Genotiva in North Cotabato; 
and the October 9 killing of Tranquilino Cabarubias, an active church worker 
in Agusan del Sur. 
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With all the instant arrests and instant executions in Mindanao, what horrors 
do the PDA 1834 and PD 1935 hold? These repressive laws merely formalize what 
has been the norm in the region since the imposition of martial law and even 
after its so-called "lifting" in 1981. 


Warfare on the Economic Front 


The military warfare against the people is accompanied by an equally relent- 
less warfare on the economic front: the massive occupation of Mindanao by 
the multinationals--American, Japanese, British, Australian and other foreign 
agribusiness corporations. More than 60 percent of the region's rich lands 
and forests are already in their hands. Thousands of farmers, settlers and 
ethnic tribes have been displaced from the lands they have cultivated for 
years. 


Under the Marcos dictatorship, multinational incursions and landgrabbing 
have become rampant in all parts of Mindanao. Mindanao today has 23 U.S. 
corporations engaged in banana, pineapples, rubber, palm oil, mining, 
fishing, chemicals, oil exploration and manufacturing; 10 Japanese corpora- 
tions engaged in steel, sugar, banana, coconut, chemicals and fishing; 10 
logging concessions; 12 principal wood industries; 20 coconut based indus- 
tries; 12 fishing industries; 17 banana plantations; 11 U.S. banks with 45 
Filipino subsidiaries; and 3 sugar plantations (Communications, June 1983). 


Militarization prepares the ground for economic invasion by creating a 
climate of fear that makes the people submit more readily to the demands of 
the multinationals. Or by directing people off the land at the point of a 
gun. 


The connection between military repression and foreign domination is all too 
clear in Mindanao. For example, farmers occupying choice lands in Agusan 
earmarked by Manila Paper Mills, Inc (controlled by a Finnish-Swedish Co) 

for its tree plantations were subjected to hamletting. BF Goodrich has 
supplied funding for the planting of rubber trees in the extensively hamletted 
areas in Laac (San Vicente), Davao del Norte. In Arakan Valley, another 
intensely-militarized area, some 4,000 hectares have been leased to the North 
Cotabato Sugar Industry Inc for its sugarcane plantation. The 8,000-hectares 
Guthrie palm oil estate in Agusan del Sur is policed by the Lost Command. 


[27 Jan 84 pp 6, 7] 


[Text] In Bukidnon, six large dams to generate energy and provide irrigation 
for the multinationals’ agri-industrial estates wiil be constructed in 1985. 
One dam alone, Pulangi III, will adversely affect 35,000 people. Zamboanga, 
where the interiors are still not reachable by good roads and thus provide 
favorable ground for the NPA bases, the Philippine Austrialian Development 
Assistance Program (PADAP) has earmarked $16 million to develop the road net- 
work. 
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The Marcos government itself and big businessmen close to it are the major 
local partners of the multinationals in the joint venture enterprises. The 
National Development Corporation has made available to Guthrie, a British 
company, 8,000 hectares for its palm oil estate. The Philippine Veterans 
Investment and Development Corporation leased thousands of hectares to the 
Japanese owned Philippine Sinter Corporation in Villanueva, Misamis Oriental. 
It is now developing an industrial estate in Tagoluoan, Misamis Oriental. 


Among the Marcos cronies and officials who are major shareholders in foreign 
supported enterprises are Roberto Benedicto (Pukidnon Sugar Company, North 
Cotabato Sugar Industries, Inc, Marinduque Mining and Industrial Corp); 
Antonio Floirendo (B.F. Goodrich, Tagum Agricultural Development Corp) ; 

Hans Menzi (Manila Paper Mills); Juan Ponce Enrie (Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Co); and Ali Dimaporo (Mindanao Coconut Oil Mill Corp). 


As so dramatically seen in Mindanao, the Marcos dictatorship has opened up 

the entire country to more intense exploitation and domination by the big 
foreign capitalists. This is the root of the chronic economic crisis in Philip- 
pine society, which has become catastrophic under the Marcos regime. Such 
subservience to foreign interests has now brought down the economy to its 
lowest point. 


While Marcos’ technocrats predicted a BOP deficit of $600M for the whole 
period of 1983, the actual BOP deficit already incurred as of October 17, 
1983 is a collosal $2.05B! Since the U.S. backed Marcos regime came into 
power, the peso has been devalued 300 percent from P5 to P14 per dollar. 
For the year 1983 alone, there has been a "52.7 percent reduction in peso 
terms since January 1 when the exchange rate was P9.17: US $1" (FEER, 
October 20). The devaluation is the disastrous result of the dictatorship's 
economic policies. Far from being the cure for the nation's economic ills, 
it only opens up the economy to deeper foreign control. 


Notorious as the biggest borrower in Asia in terms of debt service ratio, 
the Marcos regime incurred an external debt of $23 billion of which $8.5 
billion are short term and must be paid immediately. This is apart from the 
$2 billion that must be paid for loan interests alone. The Marcos regime 
has been reduced to an international mendicant, trying to borrow more money 
to pay its short term loans and interests. 


The international reserves of the country have been reduced to an estimated 
$500 M as of October 22, or less than a month's imports (FEER, November 3). 
The Gross National Procuct (GNP) is expected to be much lower than the 2.6 
percent of last year. 


So long as the Philippines remains a mere supplier of raw materials and 
agricultural products to the developed capitalist countries, and has to 
import all basic components and material requirements for industry, there 
is no way out of the crisis. 
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Bad as it is already, the economic crisis still has not reached rock botton. 
More devaluations lie ahead, with its cycle of inflation, price increases, 
declining wage values, supply shortages, production slumps, mass lay-offs 
and financial bankruptcies. 


The Dictatorship Is Isolated 


The Aquino assassination has lit the fuse exploding the major contradiction 
in Philippine society--that between the Marcos dictatorship and its U.S. 
backers and the broad masses of the Filipino people. 


The regime has become thoroughly isolated from the people. All the 

exploited and oppressed classes--the workers and peasants, youth and students, 
the rest of the middle classes and the nationalist businessmen--have now 
ranged themselves openly against it and are calling for its removal from 
power. 


A part of the elite has shifted into active opposition. Even some of those 
within the Marcos government and bureaucracy are changing sides. 


In the face of broad opposition, the only thing that keeps the dictatorship 
from collapsing is the huge U.S. support it continues to receive. 


The U.S. controlled World Bank and International Monetary Fund, as well as 
a U.S. led consortium of foreign banks have agreed to bail out the regime 
from its financial difficulties. Loan and interests payments have been 
rolled over and new loans and credits are reportedly on the way. 


President Reagan cancelled his visit but sent Assistant Secretary of State 
John Monjo to make a discreet and reassuring visit to the dictator. Though 
the U.S. Congressed passed a strong resolution calling on the regime to 
conduct an impartial investigation into the Aquino slaying and to hold clean 
elections, there was no talk of withholding or reducing economic and military 
aid amount to $900 million over the next five years. 


The U.S. has not only been content to provide support; it is moving to defuse 
the volatile political situation. Recently U.S. diplomatic officials led by 
Ambassador Michael Armacost have held talks with prominent members of the 

opposition parties, businessmen, media and other key sectors, with a view to 
hammer out a "peace formula” that would reconcile them with the dictatorship. 


The U.S. is also prepared to engage in direct U.S. military intervention to 
defend its vital interests here--the $2 billion U.S. investments and strategic 
U.S. bases at Clark and Subic. From April 26 to May 10, 1983, 14,000 U.S. and 
Philippine troops conducted another joint military exercise code named 
"Balikatan Tangent Flash '83." The biggest so far since World War II, the 
exercise was held in Nueva Ecija and Aurora, a mountainous area said to be 
well suited to guerilla warfare. 
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In conducting their struggle, the people must therefore take into account the 
real power that lies behind the Marcos dictatorship. They must strike not 
only at the puppet but also at his master. 


The people are more determined than ever to put an end to tyranny, to the 
entire exploitative and oppressive order. This can only be done by dis- 
mantling the US Marcos dictatorship and establishing a democratic coalition 
government in its stead. Anything short of this betrays the people's long 
term interests. 


"National reconciliation" is a fine phrase, but it blinds us from reality. 
For how can the people reconcile with a repressive, tyrannical and corrupt 
regime! How can the interests of the oppressed be reconciled with those of 
the oppressors. 

The resignation of Marcos is the desire of all the people. But they must 
make it clear that the entire apparatus of the dictatorship must also be 
dismantled and that they will not brook another puppet dictatorial regime 
to take its place. Knowing how desperately tyrants hold on to power, they 
must be prepared for a long and intense battle and must use all forms of 
struggle to ensure their victory. 


The dream of national freedom and democracy is worth fighting for, with all 
the resources at our command. We call on the people to press on and perser- 
vere in the struggle. 

DEMILITARIZE MINDANAO! 

NO RECONCILIATION WITH TYRANNY! 

DISMANTLE THE US MARCOS DICTATORSHIP! 


ESTABLISH A DEMOCRATIC COLATION GOVERNMENT! 


CSO: 4200/500 


64 





PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST QUESTIONS FIRST LADY'S CAMPAIGN EFFORTS 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 27 Jan 84 p 3 


[Article by Attorney Migs Enriquez Jr in the column: "Is Imelda Marcos 
Really Retiring?" 


[Text] After the brutal assassination of Senator Benigno Aquino, Jr, 
sensing the animosity it has engendered agains the Marcos regime, Imelda 
Marcos categorically declared that she is resigning all her positions in the 
government. This surprising announcement was "confirmed" by her husband, 
dictator Marcos, in unequivocal language in many speeches which he made 
thereafter. This was followed by Malacanang drum beaters who had incalcu- 
lated sentimental tones, assured the public that the First Lady can better 
help the Filipino people in a purely private capacity. 


Naturally, the opposition and those who know Imelda Marcos at close range 
did not take her words at their face value. The attempts to conceal the 
oozing ambition of the dictator's wife have been betrayed by her greed in 
accumulating political power to such an extent that her arsenal of power 
can only be surpassed by that of Marcos. The powers she possesses ana 
exercises are more vast than those enjoyed by previous President of the 
Republic. Her national and international visibility which has been the 
creation of an excessively funded corps of public relation experts has 
made the world believe that she will in a few years succeed to the powers of 
her beloved spouse. The public mind has been bombarded with favorable 
comments not only of her beauty and elegance but of her intelligence and 
competence in handling the most difficult tasks of government. 


She must have believed the truth of her own propaganda because in a meeting 
of scientists in Manila, she shocked her audience when she lectured on a 
weird theory that certain cosmic rays are making the Philippines a potential 
world power. And even in the midst of our economic crisis, she purchased a 
few months ago in New York, a cosmetic set worth 49,000 dollars to maintain 
her image as the most beautiful First Lady in the world. 


But in the past few days the skepticism of the opposition has been more than 
adequately confirmed. Summoning the auxiliary corps of barangay officials 
in Metropolitan Manila, Imelda Marcos reverted to her well accepted reputa- 
tion as Marcos’ most energetic and effective campaigner. After lavishly 
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flattering the crowd composed of barangay women leaders, she urged them to 
give their full support to the KBL not only in the plebiscite but more so 

in the Batasan elections. Waxing eloquent as a common demagogue, Imelda 
Marcos mesmerized her captive audience with her “love and devotion" to the 
poor and underprivileged, and invited them to join the crusade against the 
rich, especially the Makati business magnates, who are the principal culprits 


of the misery and sufferings of the poor. 


Like Eva Peron who took the cudgels for her beleaguered dictator husband, 
Imelda Marcos is far from retiring from public life. She is now leading the 
battle to salvage the Marcos’ tottering regime. 


CSO: 4200/500 
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PHILIPPINES 


CEBU DAILY ON SUCCESS OF PLEBISCITE BOYCOTT 

"Boycott Has Succeeded’ 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 28 Jan 84 pp 1, 12 
[Article by Ernie C. Arcenas and Queenie Luz Catingub] 


[Text] The lowest voter participation rate in the history of Philippine 
national elections was registered in yesterday's voting on the four proposed 
amendments to the Constitution. 


In the province of Cebu as elsewhere in the country, the percentage of 
registered voters actually casting ballots on polling day was a dismal 30 
to 40 percent. 


The voting trend as indicated by poll results as of press time last night 
shows an even lower percentage. Out of 16,966 number of registered voters 
in 47 barangays in Cebu City as tallied by the National Citizens Movement 
for Free Election (NAMFREL), 10,645 failed to vote or 6,321 voters actually 
voted. 


Radio reports monitored by the staff of VISAYAN HERALD confirmed the lowest 
voter turnout so far recorded. Radio Veritas in Manila reported that only 

about 35 to 40 percent of Metro Manila's voting populace cast their ballots 
in yesterday's plebiscite. 


Radio Veritas said about 60 percent of Manila's electorate joined the 
boycott movement. The Manila based radio station, however, did not say 
whether the Yes or No votes were leading in the ballots already cast. 


The lowest percentage of voters who did not cast their votes in an election 
recorded by the Commission on Elections was suffered by the 1970 polls for 
delegates to the 1971 Constitutional Convention. Of the 10.3 million 
registered voters in the country only 6.6 million actually voted for a parti- 
cipation rate of only 68.1 percent. 


Government authorities were expecting a 78 percent turnout of the 29 million 
registered voters. 
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Inday Nita Cortes Daluz, well known radiowoman and opposition leader last 


night said the boycott movement in Cebu has succeeded. Daluz said the 
Cebuanos are vehemently against the continued administration of the Pres 
Marcos. The low turnout of voters in yesterday's plebiscite is an indication 
of the people's protest against President Marcos. 


Assemblyman Valentino Legaspi in an interview with VISAYAN HERALD noted that 
the boycott movement has succeeded. The low turnout of voters, Legaspi said, 
is due to the systematic propaganda of the administration where people are 
made to believe that Pres Marcos is invincible and people deemed it useless 
to go to the polls. 


Mercy Escudero, a Metro Cebu Jaycerettes spokeswoman told VH that the reason 
why few people went to the polls to vote on the four proposed amendments 

is their lack of understanding on the issues to be resolved and that majority 
of the voters favor the boycott movement. 


Military authorities in Cebu reported that the turnout of voters has been 
very peaceful and orderly. As of late afternoon yesterday, no untoward 
incicent marred the plebiscite election. 


Opposition Thanksgiving 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 28 Jan 84 pp l, 4 


‘Text] The Coalition Against People's Persecution (CAPP) called on all 
treedom and democracy lovers to come out and join the jogging protest 
tomorrow, Sunday, at 5:00 dawn to further advance the protest against this 
year's farcical electoral exercises as well as in thanksgiving for the obvious 
success of the boycott campaign in Cebu City in this particular stage of the 
struggle for the resignation of Mr Marcos and to oust the US backed Marcos 
regime, revealed the chairman of the CAPP Jogging for Boycott Committee. 


A mass will cap the jogging protest “to thank God for giving the people 
enough strength to oppose and reject the farcical plebiscite despite 
threats against those who will boycott as well as for His giving us the 
wisdom to recognize, know, and understand the truth despite the deception 
regime,” said Fr Rudy Romano, the CAPP executive secretary. 


because the very low turnout in Cebu City particularly and other 
parts in the country clearly proved that people have now awakened and 
und tood the deceptive and repressive character of the regime, he explained. 


plebiscite Likewise showed the government's absence of respect for the 
Filipino people who are subjected to rudeness by forcing them to vote on 
iseves they have not understood and with no time to understand fully which 


eople themselves rejected by boycotting. 
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This coming Sunday's protest will likewise be girded towards greater unity 
in the protest against the US backed Marcos dictatorship with the theme 
"Towards Greater and Stronger Unity in Our Protest: Marcos Resign Before 
any Election,” said the chairman of the CAPP Jogging for Boycott Committee. 


"The people have showed their will. Marcos should now resign for clearly he 
lost his ‘covenant’ with the people. This Sunday's Jogging Protest will 

be a further manifestation of our desire for his resignation,” the chairman 
said. 


"The protest joggers will assemble at about 4:30 Sunday dawn at Fuente Osmena 
and jog in a new route, he added. 


Misamis Oriental Governor: ‘Heartwarming' 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 30 Jan 84 pp l, 12 


[Text] Misamis Oriental Governor Homobono Adaza in Mindanao, one of the few 
opposition leaders who won in the 1980 local elections, said the results of 
the boycott campaign were “very heartwarming." 


"I campaigned for a boycott. I think I'm the only public official who 
campaigned for it," he told Agence France-Presse. "The questions should 
have been: Should Marcos resign? Should there be general elections this 
year?" 


He said up to 65 percent of voters in his province boycotted polls though 
some 40-50 ballot boxes were snatched by armed men, some of whom he suspected 
to be members of a paramilitary force. 

In Zamboanga del Sur province also in Mindanao, the national police commander, 


Colonel Romeo Abendan, today said the NPA "invaded" 100 villages and seized 
ballot boxes, preventing all voters from casting their ballots. 


CSO: 4200/500 
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PHILIPPINES 


VERITAS POSTMORTEM ON 27 JAN 84 PLEBISCITE HITS RESULTS 
Success Questioned 

Quezon City VERITAS in English 5-11 Feb 84 p 1 

[Article by Red Batario] 


[Text] Amid political and economic storns which at first blush appeared to 
have eased off for the moment, the Philippines conducted its seventh plebis- 
cite in 1l years to ratify four amendments to the Constitution. 


It was an exercise met with skepticism by keen political observers who were 
of one mind that elections under the present circumstances are as illegal 
(and therefore non-existent) as the continued rule of the present adminis- 
tration. 


A week after the plebiscite, this skepticism was somehow bolstered by tabula- 
tions conducted by a respected business daily showing that the boycott move- 

ment at least in Metro Manila, took a big slice off the electorate cake. 

The independent tabulation showed that out of 126,105 registered voters 

in 296 precincts in Metro Manila alone, only 42,214 actually voted or 33 per- 
cent of the total. Other reports late in the week revealed that votes turn- 

out was only 35 to 40 percent. 


Contrary to government and COMELEC claims that the plebiscite had a success- 
ful voter turnout, reports indicated it had suffered a severe buffeting at 
the precincts. 


Voters who actually went to the polls revealed during randum surveys conducted 
by this paper that they went out simply to exercise their right of suffrage 
without even considering the implications of the proposed amendments. Others 
said they did so out of fear of imprisonment. Some said they cast spoiled 
ballots. 


On the other hand, hourly reports received by Radio Veritas from its field 
correspondents showed a very clear trend: As of 2.30 p.m. of January 2/7, 
only 25 percent of registered voters in various Metro Manila localities had 
cast their ballots and by 5 p.m. the trend crept up to just 35 percent. 
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Yet despite these reports from independent sources, television news roundups 
later in the evening showed an entirely different story. 


Nes and Myrna Hilaric, who sat as panel resource persons on Radio Veritas’ 
"Monitor on Plebiscite '84," said that the reports they received while "on 
board” were totally different from what they saw on television. 


"“Comelec Chairman Vicente Santiago even announced that 75 to 80 percent of 
voters had cast their ballots as of 5 p.m. Where lies the discrepancy? Who 
is telling the truth?” they asked. 


Myrna Hilario also told this paper how two Maryknoll coeds were allegedly 
harassed by four policemen at the Cubao Elementary School in Cubao, Quezon 
City on plebiscite day. 


she said that the two girls were on communication research assignment from 
Maryknoll and were taking pictures of the polling place when accosted by 

the policemen, who they alleged, took the film from their camera and branded 
them as subversives. The policemen were identified through their nameplates 
by the girls as Eleda, Eslad, Ponferrada and Pagdagdagan. 


Other incidet.cs also marred what was otherwise termed as a "generally 
peaceful" electoral exercise. 


Business Day reported that in an elementary school in Quezon City, ballot 
boxes were closed right after the voting and brought to the house of the 
barangay captain where the counting was held. 


The paper also reported that a barangay captain in Merville Park was distrib- 
uting sample ballots with "Yes" votes to voters and posting the samples in 
polling places. 


In Precinct 22-B in Caloocan City, 20 ballots were discovered missing while 
in the Sampalukan Elementary School also in Caloocan, Precinct No 23-C had 
232 registered voters and 103 actual voters but the ansers to Question No 2 
ran up to 185 or 82 more than the actual number of voters. In another 
precinct in the same area, the actual number of voters was only 74 but Yes 
votes for Question No 2 numbered 108. 


By the time this issue goes to press, the Commission on Elections would have 

proclaimed the results of the plebiscite Wednesday. As of Monday, about half 
of the certificates of canvass had already been received by the COMELEC from 

73 provinces and 60 cities. 


But even as the COMELEC is prepping up for its official proclamation of the 
results, political analysts say the plebiscite had after all accomplished 
what it sought to do in the first place: give Mr Marcos what he wants to 
get and show the world and the country's creditors that he still has mass 
support and also tweak the Opposition's nose that he can still dish out a 
final political trump card. 











Editorial Renounces Plebiscite 


Quezon City VERITAS in English 5-11 Feb 84 p 4 


[Edir rial: 


[Text j 


“Another Monumental Accomplishment"] 


ROUND 11 o'clock in the morning of Plebiscite Day, 

one conscientious citizen walked over to his precinct on 

Kitanlad Street, off Espana, in Quezon City. He did not 
“troop to the polls,” as political reporters are wont to say. 
there was no company, let alone a marching multitude, to troop 
with. He found himself — for the first time since he came of vot- 
ing age some 20 years ago — the lone voter on the premises. He 
dropped his ballot in the ballot box and, feeling both puzzled 
and ridiculous, went home. 

Did he arrive at his precinct a few minutes too early and thus 
missed the crowds which proved, a certain TV station was to an- 
nounce at frequent intervals on Plebiscite Day, that the turnout 
in Metro Manila was “heavy” and “‘satisfactory””’ 

Or did it happen, as a daily columnist was to write of the “re- 
sidents of some Makati villages,” that the people in the vicinity - 
unlike our solitary voter — were’just too lazy to bother” casting 
their votes” 

Or was that Quezon City inct — on Vice Governor Me! 
Mathay’s turf yet — a Bean fl sere exception, a freakish rarity 
among the polling places in the four cities and 13 towns of 
Metro Manila’ 

Certain facts and figures, compiled by independent me- 
dia and citizens’ groups and published in the week after January 
27, would tend toshow — even assuming that the almost aban- 
doned precinct could scarcely have been the rule — that our lone- 
ly voter's experience might not have been so exceptional 

At the most, ii has been fairly established, 40 per cent of registered votrn 
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President's ‘Cute Maneuvers’ 
Quezon City VERITAS in English 5-11 Feb 84 p 5 


[Article by Luis D. Beltran from the "Straight From the Shoulder” column: 
"Marcos Got What He Wanted"] 


[Text ] 


N A country full of politicians. it 

is something of an achievement to 

be the smartest one of all. Presi 
dent Marcos is that politician When he de 
cided to conduct the plebiscite, he was 
quick to say that there was not enough 
tame to bave a new registration of voters 
although he could have set a later time Be 
cause the issues were seemingly non-parti 
san, there was no outcry about using the 
same voters list that brought us the elec 
toral wonders of 1978 and 1981 As a re 
suk, Mr Maree. got what he wanted — the 
urban land reform amendment otherwise 
known as the give the squatters land.and 
tet hearts and-muinds-willfollow amend 
ment with which he hopes to beat the Op 
position mm Metro-Manila He also got the 
land grants amendment otherwise known 
as the give the Cromes-land-and increase 
thew -economi-and political  base-amend 
ment = with which he hopes to stay im 
power 

As a bonus, he has shown the IMF. the 
World Bank, Reagan cic that he has “over 
whelming” support or at least political 
clout. This. plus playing footsies with the 
Russhies may give him the economic sup 
port he now needs from the Americans 
see ee 
There are other cute maneuvers perpe 

trated by the President. He call the new 
voters registration for March — when anti 
administration students are all in the urban 
areas studying The elections will be im 
May, when most students will be in the 
provinces where they will find they can 
not vote. Mr Marcos will of course say 
that it was the Opposition that wanted a 
new voters list in the first place — so its 
not his fault 


ee ree - 
Another area m which Mr. Marcos dis 
— his political acumen is his attack on 


ormer President Macapagal, which reminds 
we of his tactics in 1969 when he used 


every friend he had in his old Liberal Party 
to select Serging Osmeria as his opponent 
Between a war hero and a suspected colla 
borator, it was a no contest: Now, Marcos 
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Opposition need not despair. Like Ninoy, 
Marcos is not alone Hindi siya Nagusa 
Marami siyang kasamang tanga Hrs Cabinet 
is like Russian roulette — he never knows 
which chamber is loaded with a Mistake 
All the Opposition has to do wait. 
eee 
A Crony in the Coconut Industry has a 
: ication to lease 8,500 hectares 


of public land for agncultural development 
n 


Since he is landless in Agusan, maybe 
the President can give him the land under 
the new amendment. 


QUOTE OF THE YEAR: “That's how 
the people will vote in May 1984", said 
President Marcos, commenting on the ple- 
biscite. 

And that's how their votes are going to 
be counted too. 

eee 

The Comelec may already have a Crys 
tall Ball when they say they don't need 
new members, to run the clections. Last 
Friday, on the seven o'clock news of Tina 
Monzon Palma, Comelec chairman Vicente 
Santiago was already saying phat his pro- 
jection of 70 per cent of the registered 
voters casting their ballots appeared cer 
tain. This was just after the voting pre- 
cincts closed, given the time of the inter. 
view and the proctssing time for the video- 


tape 
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If the Comelec is this good — Namfre! 
can just ask them in May who won. Never 
mind the counting 

eseeee . 

One Crony Newspaper was even better 
at prediction. Although their printing dead 
line is five p.m. and their reporters have to 
turn in stones by three p.m., they already 
had a “YES” trend - even before the 
voting precincts closed 

That's how the voting will be reported 
in May, 1984, folks 

Two relatives of Manila Mayor Ramon 
Bagatsing are reportedly running in Pasay 
City for assemblymen, both with the Op- 
position one is running with Unido, 
the other with Laban. Meanwhile, a son of 
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Bagatsing is reportedly being groomed to 
run for assemblyman in Manila 

Of course, Marcos never said politicians 
couldn't set up dynasties in the Opposi. 
tion 

eseente 

In Manila, the news is that President 
Marcos wants both Mayor Bagatsing and 
his Vice-mayor Jimmy Barbers to run for 
the assembly. The arrangement is that 
whoever gets the most votes will stay as 
mayor of Manila The betting is that Ba 
gatsing won't run He knows that he never 
gave Barbers anything to do in four years, 
so all Barbers did was look after the be. 
rangays. Who's sorry now’, as the song 
goes 





LOPEZ COLUMN CRITICIZES U.S. UNESCO MOVE 


PHILIPPINES 


Quezon City VERITAS in English 5-1l Feb 84 p 4 


[Article by Salvador P. Lopez from the "In the Light of Truth" column: 


"Arrogance or Insolence”) 


[Text ] 


N JUNE 1950, in the course of a bitter 

debate in the UN Security Council on a 

resolution authorizing a “United Nations 
police action” in the Korean War, the Soviet re- 
presentative suddenly left his seat and walked out 
of the meeting in 4 The proposal was con- 
trary to the Charter, he had argued, and his dele- 
gation would have no part in it. The resolution 
was quickly put to a vote and approved; the So- 
viet representative was no longer there to cast a 
veto, and the Chinese seat was still occupied by 
Taiwan 

Thus, the United States was able to dispatch 
several divisions to Korea under the umbrella of a 
UN police action. With the help of other Allied 
troops, including a combat battalion ‘rom the 
Philippines, the United States was able to prevent 
the conquest of South Korea by North Korea, the 
latter abetted by the Soviet Union and assisted by 
100,000 Chinese “volunteers.” 
The Soviet walkout had proved to be a costly 

tactical error. They have not walked out of any 
UN meeting since then 


This incident comes to mind in connection 
with the decision of the United States to withdraw 
from UNESCO because of its “misguided policies, 
tendentious programs, and its extravagant bud- 
getary mismanagement.” Because she contributes 
one-fourth of the UNESCO budget, it is particular- 
ly galling for the United States to find that she s 
often outvoted on vital issues by a solid corps of 
Third World countries usually supported by the 
Soviet bloc. This results from the one-state-one- 
vote rule which is observed in the UN General As 
sembly and the specialized agencies including 
UNESCO 
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- But the USA, together with the USSR, China, 
the United Kingdom and France, enjoys the privi- 
lege of the veto in the Security Council, the most 
powerful UN organ. In addition, i t finan. 
cial institutions like the Worid Bank and the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund are governed by the 
weighted-vote rule according to which the vote of 
a member state is proportionate to the size of its 
contribution. This rule effectively guarantees the 
domination of these important organizations by 
the powerful and affluent countries of the First 
World, especially the United States 

There is thus a certain trade-off in the voting 
practices followed by various United Nations 
organs and agencies The one-state-one-vote rule 
is Observed in deliberative organs like the General 
Assembly or agencies that deal with policy recom 
mendations in the itical, economic, social or 
cultural sphere like UNESCO. But in organs cloth- 
ed with substantive authority rr the domain of 
international peace and security or in the worid of 
imternational finamoe, the affluent states led by 
the United States actually enjoy a preponderant 
influence that is commensurate with their wealth 
and power. Smee the Maldives, Mauritius, Fiji, 
Togo and Chad readily accept predominant United 
States power and influence in the Security Coun. 
cil, the World Bank and the IMF, shouldn't th 
United States concede to these small states in 
turn the privilege of voting equality in other agen. 
cies of the United Nations’ 

The voting procedures in the various JUN or- 
gans were the result of compromises reached when 
the UN was born 38 years ago. It is too late and it 
would now be clearly unwise to question their 
wisdom even by implication. The one-nation-one-. 
vote rule is the practical embodiment of the great 
Charter principle of the “equality of all nations, 
great and smal)” To even seem to question it at 
this late day would be graceless 
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It should not surprise Americans that the na 
tions of the Third World often vote against them 
in the United Nations. That is the price they have 
to pay for being the richest and most powerful 
nation on earth. The sentiment is nine-tenths 
envy and one-part emulation. There will always be 
poor nations as there will always be poor human 
beings, and the rich should learn to bear with 
equanimity the occasional rudeness of the poor 
It won't do to tell the poor: “Look, you're mis- 
behaving. | won't have anything more to do with 
you unless and until you behave.” Exactly as you 
would talk to a poor peasant or worker who for. 
gets to treat his lord and master with meek obei- 
sance 

For most of the poor and obscure nations of 
the Third World, it 1s their membership in United 
Nations bodies which gives them the feeling that 
they exist internationally and enjoy a separate iden- 
tity. It om the badge of their membership in the 
family of nations. When, during a vote on an im. 
portant resoiution, the electronic scoreboard on 
the wall behind the rostrum lights up to show how 
each of the 160 member states is voting, it does 
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give a lift to the delegation of Fy: or Chad to see 
that its vote has exactly the same weight as the 
vote of the USA and the USSR. The feeling gets 
to be especially heady if it is votung against one or 
the other superpower. 


The United States withdrew from the Interna- 
tional Labor Organization in 1977 for reasons not 
too different from those she has given to justify 
her recent withdrawal from UNESCO. Two years 
later she resumed her ILO membership. Nor is the 
USA the first to use the weapon of withdrawal. 
In the time of Sukarno. Indonesia also angrily 
“resigned from the General Assembly. But her 
seat was kept open, and Indonesia returned to it 
a year or two afterwards, without fuss or muss. 

In the end, it is not what member states can do 
for the UN that matters, but what the UN can do 
for them and for the world as a whole. The pro- 
blem of course is that the latter cannot always be 
reduced to dollars and cents 

Meanwhile, we are left to wonder which ic more 
difficult to endure: the arrogance of the powerful 
or the insolence of the weak 





REVENUE BUREAU REVISES RULES FOR FILING 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 2 Feb 84 p 24 


[Text ] 
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The Bureau of Inter- 
vised its regulations 
for the filing of 


by banks and sory 
banks 


Minister of Finance 
Cesar E.A. Virate 
issued the new revenue 
regulations No. 1-84 
upon recommendation 
of Revenue Commies- 
sioner Ruben B. 
Ancheta in order to 
“integrate and sim- 
plify” the filing of the 
returns. 


Under the new reg- 
ulations, every bank, 
non-bank financial in- 
termediary and other 
institutions required to 
withhold the tax on in- 
terest on bank deposits 
and yield or any other 
monetary benefit from 
deposit substitutes and 
from trust fund and 
similar arrangements, 
and every person sub- 
ject to the percentage 
tax, are required to file 
@ quarterly return and 


~J 


“J 


pay the tax due 


On or before Feb. 20 
following the close of 
the taxable year, they 
shall file a final per- 
centage tax return 
covering the gross in- 
come or earnings 
actually received dur- 
ing the preceding 
calendar or fiscal year 
If the quarterly tax 
payments do not equa! 
the total tax due, the 
excess shal! be paid by 
the taxpayer or 
allowed as tax credit 
against the percentage 
tax liabilities of the 
succeeding taxable 
year 


Taxes withheld on 
interest from bank de- 
posite and yield or any 
other monetary benefit 
from deposit substi- 
tutes and from trust 
funds and similar 
arrangements she!! be 
declared in BIR Form 
No. 1745 (Quarterly 
Return of Taxes With- 
held on Interest Paid 
by Banks or Quasi- 
Banks) 


PHILIPPINES 





PLANTERS EXPECT 55 MILLION PESO SUGAR LOSS 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 2 Feb 84 p 9 


[Article by Roy C. Sinfuego] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


NAGA CITY— 
Eduardo Mercado, 
president of the 
Bisudeco Sugar Plan- 
ters Association (Bisu- 
pla) said Bicol's sugar 
planters are expected 
to lose some P55 mil- 
lion this milling season 
due to the defective 
mill of the Bicol Sugar 
Development Corp 
(Bisudeco) 

Mercado said that 
the defective condition 
of Bisudeco's mill 
causes a 50 per cent 
reduction in its milling 
capacity 

The situation, Mer- 
cado said, prompted 
the association to send 
an urgent message to 
President Marcos 
asking him to inter 
cede for the immediate 
release of funds for the 
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repair of the defective 
mil! 

The planters, Merca. 
do said, blamed the 
Bisudeco management 
for its failure to repair 
the damaged mill 
machinery despite its 
commitments to the 
planters to put the 
mill's machinery in 
tip-top condition before 
the milling season 

Mercado added that 
there are no less than 
35,000 people in the 
region directly depen 
dent on the sugar in- 
dustry The sugar 
workers and their 
families are expected 
to suffer serious econo- 
mic dislocation if the 
problem remains unre 
solved 

This year's milling 
season, Mercado said, 


PHILIPPINES 


has a target output of 
500,000 piculs At the 
rate of P221 per picul 
the planters are also 
expected to earn P110 
million 

But with Bisudeco’s 
milling capacity re- 
duced by 50 per cent, 
the planters are ex 
pected to earn only half 
of the P110 million or 
P55 million, Mercado 
said 

He expressed fears 
that any economic dis- 
location among the 
sugar workers in the 
region could adversely 
affect the peace and 
order situation in the 
region. He said that 
the New People's Army 
(NPA) could use the 
Situation as an issue to 
win the workers to its 
side 
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JAPANESE SUPPLIERS DENY NEW CREDITS TO FIRMS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 1 Feb 84 p 10 
[Article by Loreto Cabanez ] 


[Text ] 


Industrial firms 
which have been 
allowed by the Centra! 
Bank to resume im- 
portations under open 
account (O/A) and 
documents against 
acceptance (D/A) 
yesterday urged the 
CB to make direct fore- 
ign exchange alloca. 
tions to those firms 
with matured accounts 
with their suppliers so 
that they could li- 
quidate their obliga- 
tions and convince 
their suppliers to ex. 
tend new credits 

Sources in the indus- 
try reported yesterday 
that local firms import- 
ing their raw materials 
from Japanese sup- 
phers were encounter- 
ing difficulties in get- 
ting new supplier's cre- 
dits because the insur- 
ance coverage normal. 
ly extended by the 
Ministry of Trade and 
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Industry of Japan to 
such exportations was 
withdrawn when Phi- 
lippine importers 
failed to liquidate their 
trade ctedits at 
maturity. 

Japan, being the 
country’s second big- 
gest trading partner, 
supplies a substantial 
portion of industria! 
rew materials of loca! 
manufacturers. Among 
the imports normally 
extended on 180-day 
supplier's credit basis 
are fertilizers, chemic- 
als and chemical pro- 
ducts, electrical compo- 
nents, etc 

The sources said that 
unless the matured OA 
and DA accounts with 
Japanese suppliers 
were settled, there is 
no way Philippine im- 
porters could secure 
their requirements on 
the same credit basis 

Unlike in import let- 


ters of credit where the 
local bank assumes the 
credit risk, importa- 
tions under supplier's 
credit through OAs 
and DAs are direct 
lhhabilities of the local 
firms. 
Under operating 
delines No. 7 re 
by the CB the 
other day, importa. 
tions made under OA 
and DA and maturing 
after Nov. 22, 1983 
may now be serviced 
by commercial banks 
out of their foreign ex- 
change allocations 


However, industry 
sources pointed out 
that since banks have 
tr settle their matured 
L/Cs also, foreign ex. 
change allocations for 
the liquidation of ma 
tured supplier's credits 
are understandably re- 
legated to second 
priority. 
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ARTICLE EXAMINES ROLE, BACKGROUND OF ‘RELIGIOUS RADICALS' 


Quezon City VERITAS in English 5-11 Feb 84 p 8 


[Article by Chit L. Macapagal: 
for Reforms in Samar Are Often Tagged as Subversives"] 


[Text } 


ONE rainy evening, 
Fr. Bienvenido Chiquil- 
lo of Catbalogan, Sv- 
mar, was on his way 
home. In front of the 
rectory, he noticed a 

arked jeepney and 
eard a baby's cry. He 
found a family of three 
waiting for daybreak 
before proceeding 
down to the coast 
where a ferry could 
take them to Bicol, the 
father's home province. 

The priest invited 
the family to spend the 
might in the rectory. In 
the morning, after an 
early breakfast, the 
family was off on their 
journey. 

Two days afterwards, 
intormation from 
friends revealed that 
the military had re- 
ceived a report on a 
priest “harboring a fam- 
ily of subversives” on 
that same rainy night 
and that the rectory 
was being closely 
watched. 

What Fr. Chiquillo 
committed was the 
most common mistake 
of religious in the strife 
torn South: he neglect- 


"The ‘Religious Radicals’ Priests Who Agitate 


ed to ask the family for 
any form of identifica- 
tion. For that oversight 
he joins a long list of 
what the military calls 
“religious radicals.” 
According to a paper 
analyzing contempo- 
rary religous radicalism 
in the Philippines pre- 
pared by Galileo Kinta- 
nar of National De- 
fense College of the 
Philippines, there are 
“legitir ate and subver- 
sive religious radicals.” 
The former include 
“priests who are app 
rently radicals in making 
criticism of the govern- 
ment but are not con- 
nected with any sub- 
versive OF gan iz ation. 
These priests may be 
opening their mouths 
only on their account 
or in accordance with 
some pastoral letter 
from the Catholic Bi- 
shops Conference of the 
Philippines (CBCP).” 
The Kintana: paper, in 
all probability, would be 
referring to Pope Paul VI's 
Populorum Progressio 
which speaks about inter- 


national injustice, land re 
form, the social nature of 


RO 


poverty and the night of 
people to opt for armed 
resistance in extremely um. 
just structures 


The “subversive rel 
gious radicals,” on the 
other hand, are “members 
of the Christians for Ne 
tional Liberation (CNL) 
because of their connec 
tion with the National De 
mocratic Front (NDF) and 
the Communist ps! of 
the Philippines (CPP) 
two organizations cons 
dered subversive by Rep. 
Act 1700." 

Similarly, the paper 
considers members and re 
ligious radical adherents of 
the Demok ratiko Soty alis 
ta ng Pilipinas (NPDSP) 
subversives because the 
organization has adopted a 
program calling for the 
armed overthrow of the 
state and the formation 
of an army for the pur 


pos 

Religoous radicals are 
dosely associated with cer- 
tain church activities, fore 
most among which is the 
social action program. 

Msgr Cipriano Urpel, 
archbishop of the dioces 
of Palo, pol defines so 
cial action as the “aposto 


late of the Church con- 
cerning the problems of 
society like poverty, im 
justice and the physical 
or material needs of the 
people. It also means we 
work for and with the poor 
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to fight mpustior and op 
pression.” 


Situation thus: “When we 
huddle together with the 
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ments: “| wil not be sur 
prised if a priest becomes 
a radical. In these areas, 


i 


iy 
et: 
ins 


\ 


radicals Settang 
up x Chnstian Comme 
nities (BCU) 
as building an in- 


tonio Mabutas of Davao, 
im « recent UNICEF press 
conference, even offered 
the help of the BCUs in 
propagating the primary 


health program of the gow 


Antomo tor 
tich of lod says that 
th the BCUs the 


arrested for doing this, 


ite 
DE 


‘ 
i 


f 


i 
if 


18 
1 


: 

i 
rt 
i 
é 


To case tensions in 


appears to have done I ttle 
to make either party ¢ ome 











COLL'MNIST PRAISES MARCOS JR MEASURE, HITS OPLE'S IDEA 


Quezcyn City VERITAS in English 5-1l Feb 84 p 5 


[Artic:le by Luis D. 


[Text } 
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Beltran from "Straight from the Shoulder" column: 
"Marcos Got What He Wanted") 


When business firms first announced 
that laid-off workers for the first quarter 
of 1984 would number in the thousands, 
Labor Minister Blas F. Ople came to the 
rescue with a press release He would tel! 
the Social Security System to give them 
a three-month joan Unfortunately, the 
SNS-hes-cirict rules on loans — such as a 
%-month contribution before eligibility 
Since most of those laid-off were new em 
ployees without contributions totalling 
36 months, none of them can take ad. 
vantage of the loan. The net result: eat the 


newspapers Any more bright ideas’ 


liocos Norte Goverfi®Y Ferdinand Mar 


cos Jr. is tur”: owt to be @ surprim 
J pleasant w his comstetwents and at 
unpleasar ae for povernment agencies 


with projects in his prowince It seems the 
young Marcos has put he foregn educa 
thon to good use by setting up a staf! sys 
tem which monitors both provincial and 
national projects. The result has been sur 
prise visits by Bongbong to such projects 
as the Currimao Processing Zone — a mult 
million KKK project which he had been 
told was already being coistructed. The 
llocos Norte governor decided to see for 
himself. He saw talahib grass and dust 
where the KKK had told him tivey already 
hd “vertical structures” The result is 
tht m the KKK offices in Mama, some 
hea 1s are resting on fragile necks 








DETAINED 


PRIEST REPORTS 


‘'VYSLCAL, MENTAL TORTURE’ 


Quezon City VERITAS in English 5-11 Feb 84 p 8 


[Article: 


"The Agony of Fr Pete Lucero--'I Think I Will Be Transferred Down 


There Again'"] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


AT A distance, he 
was a picture of seren: 
ty. Fr. Pete Lucero, po- 
litical detamee, seemed 
quite at peace, reading 
in his hut beside the 
military chapel at Camp 
Lukban, Catbalogan, 
Samar. Bot face to face, 
he looked very scared 
His hands shook and 
his vowe quivered 

“| thnk | will 
transferred again dow, 
there,” he said, t- 
ing to a building below 
which was partly hid. 
den by a thick cluster 
of trees. “Down there” 
was the U.2 detention 
center where. according 
to a letter which he 
wrote and managed to 
pass on to a nun during 
one f his court trials, 
he was subjected on 
three occasions to phy. 
sical and mental! tor. 
ture 

hr. Pedrito Lucero is a 
Calbayor t who is on 
trial for tubve reve 
activities connected with 
the Social Action Center 
reid of Sept. 1, 1982. He 
wes arrested on May 12, 


1983 at the St. Vincent de 
Paul Formation Hove in 
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Maritkira. He was detained 
maldo and 
after a © wee [rane 


mand in Cat velogen. 


asi 


° 772 


ie 
He 
Fyeth 
aug? 


f 


ih 


Samar military camp 

On May 25, Fr. Pivte 
Lucero said, a tgned a)? 
fession was “forcibi ¥ 
squeered™ from him. We 


turns in pouring water 
over him to keep him wet 
all the time. He did not 
get any sleep. He was not 


— any food or water. 
rom 10 pm. to 8 p.m 
the next day, he was de 


“to the point where 
is humanity became « 
mockery in itself.” 

In his personal letter, 
Fr. Lucero said he was tor- 
tured again on August 2 
and a third time on August 
5. Again he was drenched 
with water and nol given 
any food or drink. The 
third time’ he was tortured, 
his hands were tied at the 
back, he was kept naked 
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the detention center any 
day. A motion for trans 
fer has already been (hed 
vyy the military. c1ip)e 
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ach motion t& filed, it 
only takes « few days be 
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CORY AQUINO CHOSEN OPPOSITION AFBITER 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 26 Jan 84, pp 1, 9 
[Article by Queenie Luz Catingub] 


[Text] Cory Aquino, wife of the slain opposition leader and arch political 
rival of President Marcos, former Senator; Benigno Aquino, Jr has been chosen 


in absentia by the different opposition groups in the country as the arbiter 
of all squabbling leaders. 


This was learned from a friend of Viséyan Herald who requested anonymity. 


Leaders of the united opposition groups made the consensus during the PDP- 
Laban's national council meeting he).d in Cagayan de Oro City last week. 


Mrs Aquino although invited to attend the meeting failed to do so. She 
nevertheless was chosen because of her unquestionable credibility.” 


This means the source explained, that whatever decisions Mrs Aquino will 
make for the good of all groups ‘would be respected by the opposing sides. 
“Since the assassination of Ninoy, Cory has become the rallying point not 


only of the masses but also of tmany opposition leaders,” the source further 
omment« 


The same source likewise hinted that many of the participating opposition 
leaders ftavored Cory as head of the proposed 15-man coalition government 
which would take over the reins of government once the "Marcos dictatorship 
would finally succumb to ‘.ts eternal death." 


According to the source that although the decision was already agreed in 
principle such has not ‘yet been officially made. 


[it may be recalled that Cory Aquino together with Butz, younger brother of 
Ninoy, were nominated as members of the 15-man council of leaders during 
the People's Congress. held recently in Quezon City. 


Both, however, denivd the nomination. Cory and Butz nevertheless offered to 
work in the secretariat of said congress, “in order to be more effective” in 


the cause of unifying the fragmented opposition. 





The Visayan Herald source also said that because of these new developments, 
another conference will most likely be called “formalize things.” 


Meanwhile, opposition leaders in Cebu have likewise agreed to disregard 
personalities and unite in their fight against the Marcos dictatorship 
in a meeting held here yesterday. 


Among those who attend were former Senator Sonny Osmena, Jr, tormer Cebu City 
Euvlogio Borres and Vicente del Rosario, former Cebu City Governor Osmun do 
Roma, Inday Nita Daluz, INAHAN chairman Julieta Ouano, former CFI Judge 

Maria no Florido, SDP head Andy Corominas, CETLA president Atty Gabriel 
Canete, Atty Manual Paradela, and Mrs Nancy Cuenco. 


Former Cebu City Mayor Vicente del Rosario purposely called the meeting 
to forge unity among the local opposition chiefs. (QLC) 
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CEBU DAILY URGES U.S. HELP IN PROBLEMS, OPPOSITION TO MARCOS 
"Least Costly Means of Change’ 

Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 25 Jan 84 p 3 

[Editorial: "Cry Versus Foreign Interference Is Hypocrisy"] 


[Text] Let's face it: we Filipinos can not solve our own economic and 
political problems alone. We need the intercession of the U.S. 


Although many Filipinos do not admit it, the fact is that we, the people, 
do not have the clout to make the arrogance of power bend over backwards 
and have it ultimately retire, or resign. At least, Mr Marcos is not the 
type. 


Foreign interference is naturally frowned by nationalists and ultra- 
nationalists. But the posture is less pragmatic in the light of the back- 
ground of Filipino American relations. The smell of hypocrisy lunges at 
the noses of Filipinos who believe that our historical perspectives do 
permit a drastic change in the status quo. 


It is only in unreasoning revolution through violence can drastic change 
be achieved. Less than a bloody confrontation which most Filipinos try to 
avoid will not have the effect of drastic change as the nationalist dream 
would want it. American interference is the least costly of the means 

of effecting change of the Philippine situation. 


And neither can America shirk from this obligation for she has so much 
at stake in the Philippine predicament. 








U.S. Investments, Ideological Interests at Stake 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 26 Jan 84 p 3 


[Article by Al Alinsug in the “Publisher's Column”: “America, Save the 
Philippines” ] 


[Text] Its history: America taught us democracy and made us learn to love 
liberty. But the concept of running the government efficiently and honestly 
was spoiled by the Quezonian thought of "We prefer a government run like hell 
by Filipinos to a government run like heaven by Americans.” 


The hypocrisy of the thought now finds its mark in the agony of our people. 
The Filipinos are now suffering from the cruelties of a government that is 
ruthlessly deceptive, oppressive, and corrupt. Quezon's pride has made 

the Filipinos suffer the fate of a government run like hell. 


With American investments and ideological interests, America can not afford 
to leave us alone. While she spends millions of dollars in the ideological 
struggle and in the race for international dominance for the preservation 
of the ideals that free men everywhere seek, the U.S. can not leave the 
Philippines. She might have to save her while there is still time. The 
time is crucial. If the U.S. has to make the right decision, she must 
consider the massive disenchantment manifested in the nationwide protests 
and the mass actions against the Marcos regime. The U.S. must not permit 
Mr Marcos to fool her leaders. 


If America does not take the initiative, she might lose the crucial moment 
to another ideology that fights her ideals in the world today and thus she 
might in the long view lose influence in this area of the world. 
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CEBU PAPER REPORTS SECURITY MEASURES AT AIRPORT 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 24 Jan 84 ppl, 4 


[Text] The Aviation Security Command (AVSECOM), the infamous military 
security outfit that handled the security of assassinated opposition leader 
former Senator Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino Jr, will conduct unscheduled inspection 
and search of persons, vehicles, bags, luggages and personal belongings of 
persons entering and going out of Mactan International Airport Complex. 


The search and inspection order was contained in a memorandum signed by 
Major Ruben Estepa, PAF Squadron Commander of the 803rd Aviation Security 
Squadron, Aviation Security Command based at the Mactan International 
Airport in Lapu-lapu City, Cebu. 


The memorandum said that if persons to be inspected or searched refuses to 
submit to inspection, he or she shall be excluded from the premises or denied 
entry into the airport and arrested for investigation for his or her refusal 
and possible involvement in subversive activities for a period not exceeding 
seventy two (72) hours from the time of arrest. 


A vehicle not submitted by the owner/driver for inspection at a checkpoint 
shall be similarly barred through the checkpoint and the premises at the 
same time impounded and searched, the memo said. 


VISAYAN HERALD called up the AVSECOM headquarters in Mactan last night to 
check whether checkpoints were already established at the airport. Except 
for a girl's voice who answered the telephone, no AVSECOM officer on duty 
could answer our inquiry. (eca) 
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EDITORIAL WARNS U.S. AGAINST SAME ‘MISTAKE AS IN IRAN' 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 24 Jan 84 p 3 
[Editorial: "America Must Make a Choice Now"] 


[Text] The biggest single problem that the Filipino people is confronted 
in our generation is Mr Marcos himself. His sticking to his post is like 
a festering sore eating up the national conscience. 


"Resign Marcos" is the cry of the hour. It is the cry of the students, 
the proressionals, the businessmen, the downtrodden and the masses. It 
is the cry of the women, the workers, the religious--all. The cry is not 
merely the political opposition. 


The pressure against Mr Marcos is easily overwhelming. It does not only 
come internally. Much more of it too, comes from the external world, 
especially from the United States. From developments arising out of the 
Aquino tragedy, amidst a shaken nation the number of Filipinos expecting 
that America would be able to succeed in this pressure, is growing. 


America will make the sad mistake, just as she did in Iran and other coun- 
tries, of escalating the anger and frustration of the people which later 

may turn against her. Already students and groups are demanding that 
America pull out her bases and other vested interests here. With national- 
istic sentiments fuelling this frustration it will not be farfetched to 
expect that the national feeling will round up and direct this to the United 
States. 


America must make a choice now. 
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PUBLISHER ON DEFENSE BUDGET, RELIGIOUS ACTIVISM 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 24 Jan 84 p 3 


[Article by Al Alinsug in the "Publisher's Column": "Bullets Not the 
Solution" ] 


[Text] The appropriations acts for 1983 and 1984 show these billions in 
figure: P8,808, 270,000 and P8,418 570,000 respectively. The defense 
budgets in this country get the biggest financing from the people's money. 
It's the same money used to kill our brother Filipinos. 


According to Fr Rudy Romano, chairman of CAPP (Coalition Against People's 
Persecution), nuns and priests have gone to the mountains because the 
government of Mr Marcos does not show respect for human lives, including 
the lives of nuns and priests who have been killed. In Mindanao, a priest 
who fought for human rights was killed right in his convent. The priest 
was not a criminal. In Manila, two nuns were struck in the heads; a priest 
in Panay was gunned down because he fought for human rights; Fr Balweg is 
now in the mountains but he was compelled to go because he was to be liqui- 
dated; Fr Agatep was shot in the back of the head for fighting for human 
rights; one priest in Samar who fought for human rights was tortured for 
one week; people have been killed because they fight for truth and justice. 


The Church, said Fr Romano, is now fighting in the open for truth and 
justice. The Church has to come out in defense of the oppressed and those 
who are victims of human rights violations. The Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines has come out with a statement defending boycott as within the 
rights of the citizens. The Bishops have warned, said Fr Romano, that 
this right of conscience--to boycott--should be respected. 
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SUGAR INDUSTRY REVOLTS AGAINST MONOPOLIES 
Planters Break with Federation 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 27 Jan 84 ppl, 4 
[Article by Edgar Cadagat: "Planters Group Breaks with Benedicto's NFSP"] 


[Text] Bacolod City--A very powerful planter's association, the First 
Farmers Association (FFA), in a surprise move disaffiliated from the main 
planter's organization, the National Federation of Sugarcane Planters’ 
(NSFP), during its general assembly meeting on January 11. 


The decision by the membership was unanimous, according to Agustin Kilayko, 
the FFA's president. 


The association's membership numbering around 260 comes mostly from the 
Talisay--Silay Milling District where a sugar central, the First Farmers 
Milling Co Inc is based. 


This is the first time in so many years that a planters’ association has 
openly rebelled against the we-l established NFSP which is presently headed 
by former Congressman Arman do Gustilo who is considered the political 
kingpin of Southern Negros. 


In an interview with Agustin Kilayko, FFA president reasoned out that the 
membership finally decided to make the move after assessing that they have 
been paying dues to the NFSP for so many years in return garnering only 
sub minimal benefits. 


He said they are paying an amount equivalent to ten centavos per picul of 
their gross production, a sum which is substantial if utilized properly. 


Kilayko also emphasized that no significant activity has been initiated by 
the NFSP leaving the members no opportunity to sit down and discuss the 
many problems afflicting the industry. 


The various economic, technical and social affairs committee created have 
not been operative, lamented Kilayko. 
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"The only service rendered by the NFSP has only been to secure the exemption 
of sugar plants from the PAGIBIG housing program," he said. 


In the FFA's letter to the NFSP signed by Kilayko, he stated that he has no 
recourse but to take this action as it is the “general sentiment of the 
members that it cannot continue to remain in an organization which no longer 
echoes their sentiments and articulates their desires in matters vital to 
the interests of sugar planters." 


Other planters’ association which disaffiliated from the NFSP have joined 
the New Alliance of Sugar Producers (NASP), an organization of sugar produ- 
cers who have been vocally questioning the actuations of the single buying 
and selling agency PHILSUCOM-NASUTRA. (FAC) 


Further Report 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 28 Jan 84 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Bacolod City--Sugar planters, millers, workers and independent sugar 
producers are in revolt against the monopolistic policies of the Philippine 
Sugar Commission (PHILSUCOM) and National Sugar Trading Corporation headed 
by Ambassador Roberto Benedicto. 


Leading sugar planters affiliated with NOW Group of 21, the New Alliance of 
Sugar Producers and other aggrupations dissatisfied with the National 
Federation of Sugarcane Planters (NSFP) also led by Benedicto will hold a 
protest rally in early February to air their complaints and problems facing 
the sugar producers. 


Planters from the Araneta group have also made known their opposition to 
PHILSUCOM NASUTRA policies. Leading the protest action and the struggle 
for justice and truth in the sugar industry are Hortensia Starke, president 
of the New Alliance of Sugar Producers; Dr Joaquin Villarosa and Corazon 
both officials of NASP. Starke filed a case in court against PHILSUCOM 
NASUTRA questioning its ownership of the planters’ sugar. 


Starke, who was a recent guest speaker in an international sugar conference 
held in Sto Domingo, Dominican Republic, raised 25 issues against the 
PHILSUCOM NASUTRA combine. 


Some of these issues are The PHILEX debacle, the monopoly of PHILSUCOM 
NASUTRA, the real owner of the sugar, the real owner of the Republic Planters 
Bank, the shortchanging in the dollar peso rate of exchange, the high 
interest rates on the sugar loans, i: plights of the sugar loans, the plight 
of the robber barons, the neglect of the U.S. quota market and the privileged 
domestic quota holder. 


Other important issues which will be exposed, according to Starke, are the 
arbitrary fixing of prices by NASUTRA, the fiascos in the construction of 17 
sugar mills and their imminent foreclosure, the P650 sugar stabilization 
fund, the missing 300,000 MT of sugar, the need to restore free enterprise 
in the sugar industry and the demand to dismantle PHILSUCOM NASUTRA. 


Preparations are now underway to make the sugar rally, the first in the 
history of the sugar industry in the province of Negros Occidental. (EAC) 
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PHILIPPINES 


AGRAVA ON HOPES FOR AQUINO ASSASSINATION EVIDENCE 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 26 Jan 84 pp 6, 10 
[Article by Roberto Coloma: "Agrava Hopes for a Miracle"] 


[Text] Manila, (AFP)--Corazon Agrava, the head of the board probing Benigno 
Aquino's assassination hopes a "brave" eye-witness who photographed the 
opposition leader's murder will one day surface and allow her to resume the 
serene life of a retired judge. 


"I believe the evidence is with the public. Somewhere, somewhere out here, 
someone is an eyewitness, someone has taken a picture," Mrs Agrava said with 
a wistful look in her eyes in an interview with Agence France-Presse. 


The 68-year-old former Juvenile and Appeals Court judge chairs the five- 
member panel set up by President Ferdinand Marcos to probe the mysterious 
Slaying of his political archrival at Manila airport last August 21. 


Former Senator Aquino, 50, was shot dead while under military escort on his 
return from three years of voluntary exile in the United States. Authorities 
said a communist gunman later killed by troopers shot him, but the Aquino 
family and the opposition hold the Marcos government responsible. 


The task of solving the murder that plunged the Philippines into political 
and economic turmoil has fallen on the shoulders of Mrs Agrava, who calls 

it "a most awesome job." 

"I have never worked so hard in my life," she said last weekend after hearing 
more than 60 witnesses in about 40 public hearings since the probe board's 
formation last October. "Probably the one who nominated me is my enemy," 
she added later in jest. 


The Agrava Panel--which includes 4 prominent members representing labor, 
business lawyers and the academe--was set up to replace a discredited 
commission headed by Supreme Court Chief Justice Enrique Fernando. 


"I had nothing but sympathy for those people,” Mrs Agrava said of tue old 
panel made up of jurists identified with Mr Marcos. So when she was first 
asked to join a new fact-finding board, she declined. 
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But on October 22, Mrs Agrava recalled while she was attending a seminar on 
drug addiction in a Hilly report South of Manila, there came a helicopter 
bearing presidential legal assistant Manuel Lazaro, who asked her to fly 
with him to the presidential palace. 


It turned out that President Marcos himself had prevailed upon her husband, 
practising lawyer Federico Agrava, to ask her to join the new probe board. 


"I agreed to come back to Manila on the assumption that I would be one of 
the members," she said, but upon reaching the palace she was told by Mr 
Marcos that her four co-members had already voted her chairman. 


"I didn't even have a new dress. I hadn't even had my hair done. I didn't 
even have time to shower," complained the woman who is partial to gold and 
diamond jewelry, and whose expensive clothes and distinctive coiffure are 
now seen almost daily on television and in newspapers here. 


Mrs Agrava said she couldn't sleep on the night of her appointment. 


Before she was thrust into the limelight, the childless Mrs Agrava, who 
placed second in the 1983 national lawyers’ licensing test, devoted most of 
her time to a civic organization that helped street urchins and other dis- 
advantaged youth and tried to check juvenile delinquency. 


She has given up her work with the organization, not to mention the benefits 
of retirement--fees for a part-time job with her husband's law firm, singing 
lessons, playing her piano, reading fiction, swimming and badminton. She 
said she now works up to 12 hours a day. 


Those who have been following the Agrava board's proceedings notice traces 
of her years in the juvenile court whenever she acts like a Filipina 

matriarch--assuring confused or nervous witnesses of her panel's interest 
and concern and openly scolding deliberately evasive or inconsistent ones. 


Some lawyers have tried to question Mrs Agrava's independence and objectivity 
but the turn of events at the board public hearings in a suburban government 
building's auditorium has so far kept them at arm's length. 


In recent weeks, some testimonies have cast doubt on the official version 
of the Aquino slaying, specially the one by a Philippine Airlines ground 
engineer, Ramon Balang, who said that Mr Aquino's alleged assassin could not 
have shot the politician. 


The board is also planning to fly to Taipei, Mr Aquino's final stopover on 
his fatal homecoming, and Tokyo, where eye-witnesses to the assassination 
are reportedly staying waiting to emerge and tell their stories at an oppor- 
tune time. 


But Mrs Agrava, who describes the probe's prospects as "very bright," is 
banking on "a miracle, a miracle that someone would really be brave enough 
to tell us what was really seen at the time of the shooting of Aquino, or at 
the very least give us a copy of the picture or the negative taken. 


"If that happens that finishes our job," she said. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MINISTERS CLASH OVER ECONOMIC POLICY 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 30 Jan 84 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Manila, (AFP)--Philippine economic planning minister Vicente 
Valdepenas today was on a collision course with industry minister Roberto 
Ongpin when he branded as "premature" the attempt to industrialize the 
Philippines with capital intensive industries at the expense of agriculture. 


The daily Metro-Manila Times reported that Mr Valdepenas said there was now 
a critical need to "redeploy" government resources and efforts toward 
agricultural development. 


He said that responsibility for much of the Philippines’ "economic woes 
rest on those in government who pushed for all-out industrialization... 
mesmerized by the thought of having a capital intensive industrialized 

state." 


Mr Valdepenas said projects under the 11 major industrial projects scheme 
which are capital intensive would have *o go except for the integrated steel, 
the completed copper smelter, the low power truck diesel engine projects. 


Mr Ongpin is the chief adviser on che 11 major projects according .o the 
daily and was pushing for the scheme until the economic crisis forced a 
halt. 


The economic planning minister said that his ministry is now in the process 
of restructuring the local industrial system with the new thrust being for 
quick-paying types of investments rather than "the heavy types of industrial 
ventures that the country's bright boys were dreaming about." 


The Philippines has neglected its comparative advantage in agriculture in a 
“misguided attempt at industrialization," he added. He said that production 
cycles in agriculture were only from four to eight months and did not require 
too much foreign exchange compared with the major industrial projects 
proposed. 
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PHILIPPINES 


VISAYAN HERALD ON INTEGRITY OF PLEBISCITE 

Irregularities Noted 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 28 Jan 84 pp 1, 12 
[Article by Al Alinsug, Queenie Luz Catingub, Antero Cana and Ernie Arcenas] 
[Text] The voting on the four major Constitutional amendments covering the 
presidential successions, the National Assembly public land grants and urban 


land reform was generally peaceful and orderly in the cities and province of 
Cebu. 


Here are some of the sidelights that the VISAYAN HERALD staff gathered in 
their rounds of the different polling centers in the city. 


Ballots Without Serial Numbers 


Some plebiscite ballots issued in three polling centers in Pardo, Cebu City 
were found to unserialized. 


Report reaching VISAYAN HERALD identified the three voting centers as 8A, 9 
and 5. 


Voting center 8 A has four unserialized ballots, Voting center 9 has six, 
and voting center 5 has four. The unnumbered ballots totalled 16. 


The plebiscite irregularity was discovered first day by a certain Edelberto 
Orehuela, 33, a NAMFREL volunteer assigned in the area. 


Orehuela, a resident of Basak, Pardo works for Mandaue Foam Industries Inc 
as a warehouseman. 


However, Salvacion Santos, chairman of the voting center in Pardo, said these 
unserialized ballots were set aside and were not used. 


Atty Reynaldo Ferenal, Cebu City Election Registrar, in an interview with 
Herald, said that unnumbered ballots were caused by errors in printing. 
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The report was picked up by Herald thru radio broadcaster Manny delos Santos 
Station Manager of DYMF Vigilantes No 3, People's Broadcasting Service, Inc. 


Ballot Fixers 


Reports monitored by VISAYAN HERALD from the local radio station claimed that 
in the polling center of Bakilid, Minglanilla, Cebu, the ballots of those who 
failed to cast their ballots in yesterday's plebiscite were answered by 
“unauthorized persons." 


This information was phoned in by a caller who identified himself as a mere 
concerned citizen. 


The source, however, failed to identify the person or persons who answered 
the ballots of the plebiscite boycotters. 


According to th: caller, the “unauthorized parties" started filling up the 
unanswered ballots immediately after the polling center was closed tc the 
electorate in the area of 5:00 in the afternoon. 

The same reporter said that there were no poll watchers in the voting center. 
No Watchers 

The absence of poll watchers in many voting centers in Metro Cebu during 
yesterday's plebiscite were highly noticed by VISAYAN HERALD staff who 
actually visited the different voting centers. 


The absence was conspicuous in almost all the voting centers in the city. 





As of 4:00 yesterday afternoon, said voting centers was left unmanned by 
poll watchers. 


Complaints were raised by many voters who reported that they could not find 
their names in the centers where they previously voted. 


Sources claimed that this was due to the fact that voting centers in almost 
all barangays in the city were juggled or transferred to other buildings. 


Registry Unreliable 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 28 Jan 84 p 4 


[Text] Deceased persons may have been recorded in the Registry of Voters 
in the town of Minglanila. 


This was learned by VISAYAN HERALD in an interview with a public school 
teacher, a poll watcher who requested anonimity. 
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The teacher said that they were made to copy the voters list from the town's 
local Commission on Elections (COMELEC) book of voters some of which she 
knew already died. 


On the other hand, Timoteo Canoneo, the town's acting election registrar said 
that the teacher's allegation might be probable. 


Canoneo further said that the Comelec's book of voters is not a guarantee 
that all persons registered in it are alive. 


"Some of them have died in another place and their office had not been 
informed of such death," he said. 


Canoneo further said that as of the year 1982-83, the town's record of deaths 
only totalled eighty-one. (A. Cana Jr) 
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EGYFT'S ENVOY DISAVOWS MNLF SEPARATISTS 


Mauila BULLETIN TODAY in English 30 Jan 84 p 1? 


[Article by Tony Pe. Rimando] 


[Text ] 
COTABATO CITY 
-_ n Ambassa- 
dor Esmat 


CSO: 


Reda announced here 


of a separate Muslim 
state in the Philip- 


pines 

Reda told top offi- 
cials of the Central 
Mindanao Regional 
Autonomous Govern- 
ment led by Lupong 


Tagepagpaganap ng 
Pook Chairman Si- 
meon A. Da 

that forming another 
state for the Muslims 
in the Philippines is to 
create a separate na- 
tion for its minority 


people 
“No Islamic country 
in the world will ever 


its minority inhabi- 
tants,” said Reda who 
planed in here from 


4200/491 


Zamboanga City en- 
route to other cities in 
the Southern Philip- 
He said Egypt has 
also its minority 
Christians comprising 
10 per cent of 40 mil- 
lion population “and 
we will certainly stop 
them, too, if ever they 
move to form their own 
state.” 
The Egyptian 
ambassador's pro- 
nouncement is a com- 


man of the Moro 
National Liberation 
Front, and the Muslim 
independent move- 
ment 


Misuari wanted 
Mindanao to become a 
state for Mus- 

lim Filipinos who rep- 
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resent some eight 
cent of the vs 


over 50 million 
tion. 


Reda said the solu- 
tion to Mindanao's 
problems is more unity 
and understanding 
among its Christian 
and Muslim inhabi- 
tants so that they can 
achieve peace and 
tranquility in their 


commended LTP 
Chairman Datuma- 


cos the socio- 
economic growth of 
Southern Philip 


= Pe. 
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PHILIPPINES 


OFFICIALS SLAIN, OTHER ACTIONS REPORTED 
Police Commander Killed 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 31 Jan 84 p 19 


(Text ] 


Albay, was shot dead 


cizl command re- 


Lt. Col. Jovencio 


HUNGDUAN, Ifu- 
gao — A group of Con- 
stabulary soldiers were 


cite returns from 


barangay Hapao to the 
poblacion here. 


Wounded during the 
encounter was CIC 


A helicopter was dis 
patched by Northcom 
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Agusan Mayor Slain 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 31 Jan 84 p 2 
[Article by Mike Crismundo] 


[Text] Magallanes, Agusan del Norte, Jan 30--Mayor Francisco M. Herrera 
of this town was shot dead in his house last night by eight heavily-armed 
men believed to be New People's Army rebels. 


Authorities said the armed men entered the mayor's house at around 7:15 
p.m. asking for food and money. Once inside, however, they held Herrera at 
gunpoint before shooting hin. 


The victim was peppered with eight bullets in the head and body by his 
assailants, who fled in two pumpboats toward barangay Lumbokon, Butuan 
City, police saic. 


Investigation showed that Herrera, a local newspaper publisher, was watching 
television Sunday night when the eight armed men arrived. At that time, 
Herrera's security men were not around. 


Four of the men allegedly entered the mayor's house and held the mayor 
at gunpoint while four others positioned themselves outside the house. 


Police said the men ordered the mayor's wife to get Herrera's firearms in 
his bedroom and hand these over to them. 


When Mrs Herrera went into the room, tugging along her children, she 


suddenly heard shots. She rushed to the living room and found the sprawled 
body of the mayor and the gunmen gone, police said.--Mike Crismundy 
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MINISTRY OFFERS LAND TO LAID-OFF WORKERS 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 30 Jan 84 p 5 


[Text] 


CSO: 


Leuterio told the 
Domestic Information 


The 200 families 
comprise the initial 
‘batch 
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JAPAN LOANS TO NPC REPORTED 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 31 Jan 84 p 8 
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[Text ] 
Japanese credit faci- 
lities provided the bulk Cooperation Fund 
of foreign loans con- (OECF) of Japan fol- 
tracted by the Na lows the Bank of Tokyo 
Power Corporati in terms of 
(NPC) last year, stati The , totalling 


The Bank of Tokyo 
lent $127.17 million to 
finance construction of 
the Bataan ni‘lvar 
plant, an amount both 
guaranteed by the Phi- 
lippine government 
and the United States 
Export-Import Bank, 
The Japanese bank 


requirement of the 
Makban 7 & 8 and the 
Palinpinon [1] geoth- 
ermal! plants 

‘Funding from the 
Overseas Economic 
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The Asian Develop 
ment Bank 1ADB) pro- 
vided — million to 
finance 8 power 
system development 


prpjects. Part of the 
amount also fel) under 
the ADB's specie! 


(IBRD) under the 
second structural 
adjustment Joan (SAL) 

The NPC statistics, 
however, did not indi- 
cate what approved 

were cancelled 
during the third quar- 
ter of 1983 following 
government morator- 
tum in October. 

As earlier reported, 
16 committed loans to 
NPC amounting to 
$156 million were 
either cancelled or sus- 
pended in view of the 
moratorium. 














PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


PRICES MAY SOAR 35 PERCENT--Manila (AFP)--Philippine prices rose 26.1 
percent last year with nearly 20 percent being made up in the second half 

of the year, an economic planning ministry report showed today. In June 

the consumers index was just 6.7 percent with trend indicating the government 
target of a single digit inflation rate for 1983 was well within reach. 

But the August 21 assassination of opposition leader Benigno Aquino upset 
the forecast as the economic depression, then showing sign of ending, was 
exacerbated by the killing which seriously worried local and foreign investors 
and financiers resulting in the current financial crisis. The index then 
rose steadily from September which registered 9.14 percent, October with 
10.3 and November with 16.7 percent. Private industry sources have predicted 
that the rate could soar to at least 35 percent in the next several months 
as the economy further slows down for lack of foreign exchange to buy 
imported raw materials, spare parts, energy and others. [Text] [Cebu City 
VISAYAN HERALD in English 24 Jan 84 pp 1, 4] 


SEVEN MNLF COMBATANTS KILLED--Iligan City, Philippines (AP)--Seven members 
of a secessionist movement in the Southern Philippines were killed in a 
one-hour clash with government troops in a nearby province, the Philippine 
News Agency reported Saturday. The fatalities belonged to the outlawed Moro 
(Moslem) National Liberation Front, which has been waging an intermittent, 
decade-old battle on the country's second biggest island. The government 
wire said that belated military reports reaching this city 300 miles (500 kms) 
south of Manila said a joint military force of unspecified number fought 50 
armed rebels at dawn. The reports said that the military had been sent to 
track down Moslem rebels being blamed for a recent ambush that killed 11 
soldiers, including two company commanders. The military said two bodies 
from the rebel side were recovered but their identities were not known. The 
other fatalities were brought along by the fleeing rebels. No casualty was 
reported on the government side. [Text] [Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in 
English 23 Jan 84 pp 10, 4] 


JAPAN FUNDS BOHOL DEVELOPMENT--Plans are underway to develop Bohol, one of 
the depressed areas in the country, into a progressive province. The plan 
is supported by a four million-dollar Bohol Agricultural Promotion Center 
which is to be established in Tagbilaran. The proposed center is funded by 
the Japan International Cooperation Agency or JICA. Philippine and Japanese 
officials presided Thursday at the cornerstone laying ceremonies of the 
center. Among those who attended were Japanese Ambassador Yoshio Okawa, 
Deputy Trade and Industry Minister Jose Leviste and Bohol Governor Rolando 
Butalid. [Text] [Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 23 Jan 84 p 10] 
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ENVOY TO CUBA NAMED--The Foreign ministry announced yesterday the appointment 
of Sime B. Hidalgo as Philippine ambassador to Cuba after the Cuban govern- 
ment accepted his nomination. A resident embassy in Havana was ordered for 
immediate opening. The move reciprocates the re-establishment of a resident 
Cuban embassy in Manila nine years ago. For years, Philippine interests in 
Cuba used to be attended to by the Philippine envoy to Mexico accredited to 
Havana on a non-resident status. Acting Foreign Minister Manuel Collantes 
said the priority given this year to the Havana embassy "underscores the 
importance the Philippines attaches to its relations with Cuba," a ranking 
member of the Group of 77 and of the Non-Aligned Movement. [Text] [Manila 
PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 1 Feb 84 p 6] 


BATAAN NUCLEAR PLANT TO LAY-OFF 6,000--Balanga, Bataan, Jan 29--Some 6,000 
skilled workers at the nuclear plant in Morong, Bataan, will be terminated 

any time from now due to lack of funds. However, Col Ernesto Kasintahan, 
chief of the National Inteligence and Security Authority in Central Luzon 
which provides security to the 620-megawatt plant, assured the workers that 
they will be relocated to fishing and reforestation projects of the government. 
It was learned that most of these workers are electricians and were employed 
by contractors and sub-contractors like Westinghouse and the Manila Electric 
Co. About 25 percent of these workers are local residents while the rest 

are transients.--RMD [T4xt] [Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 


30 Jan 84 p 2] 
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WESTERN SAMOA 


BRIEFS 


IMPORT RESTRICTIONS TO END--The Western Samoa Monetary Board said the Government 
is expected to completely remove restrictions on imports at the end of this 
month. A spokesman for the Board said the government's intention to do this 
was because of the country's greatly improved Foreign Exchange position. He 
said Western Samoa's gross foreign exchange reserves were now at a record 

level. The spokesman said the removal of restrictions on imports would result 


in competitive local prices. [Text] [Honiara SOLOMON STAR in English 3 Feb 
84 p 8] 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


MEDICAL CORPS TO PROVIDE ACTIVE SUPPORT IN COMBAT 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 13 Nov 83 p 2 


[ Article by Senior Colonel Dr Le Van Oc: ''Ensuring Medical Corps Support 
in Combat" ] 


[Text] To ensure support of the medical corps in combat is an important part 
of ensuring the rear service in combat and one of the service factors that en- 
sure victory in combat. 


To ensure medical support in combat not only is aimed at preventing diseases 
and treating wounds but also has a great significance -- to actively ensure 
victory in combat. To organize medical support for combat activities is re- 
lated not only to such specialized matters as prevention and treatment of dis- 
eases and appearance and development of wounds and diseases but also to 
other matters, such as combat tactics and techniques, the military art and 
preparations and execution of victorious battles and operations on the front. 
Therefore, it obeys not only the principles having to do with applied and 
specialized matters but also the ones about how to fight and how to understand 
and harmoniously combine the former principles in any military situation that 
may arise in a particular assigned area. 


The needs for medical support in combat are very great, have both a special- 
ized and military character and must be satisfied. The medical corps com- 
manders of all levels must fully understand the effects of a combat situation, 
from there develop medical support work in order to take appropriate meas- 
ures to avoid or reduce the unfavorable factors and at the same time know 
well the adverse effects of enemy weapons and the nature of damages in the 
bodies of wounded soldiers in order to actively apply the scientific and techni- 
cal achievements and medical progress to saving lives, maintaining health, 
giving first aid and treating wounded and sick soldiers. 


To treat wounded and sick soldiers in combat is always an urgent and the most 
pressing job. 
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Since unlike in peacetime the numbers of wounded and sick soldiers to be 
treated in wartime are very great and sometimes come in successive periods, 
to ensure medical support in wartime first of all requires having enough man- 
power, which must be promptly mobilized to be able to accommodate all of 
the numerovs wounded group, and a reserve force for reinforcing the front- 
line units. 


Under modern combat conditions, with great mobility and destructive power 
and in wide areas, with the front being far away from the rear, the medical 
corps must organize on-the-spot treatment and at the same time maintain a 
multilevel network and first-aid setup. 


In accordance with experiences in the recent wars, as the realities in the de- 
veloped countries have shown, the organizational aspects were about the same. 
The Soviet Union developed its medical corps at various levels ranging from 
preliminary and first aid to quality and specialized treatment, starting from 
medical stations of battalions, regiments and divisions and going all the way 
to column and front-line field hospitals and strategic rear hospitals. The 
Vietnamese medical corps, in the major Dien Bien Phu, Route 9-Southern 
Laos and 1972 Quang Tri operations, also organized multilevel medical sup- 
port and effective treatment in combat. 


The above-mentioned organization of wartime multilevel treatment points to 
the fact that wounded soldiers cannot be treated by a single physician but rath- 
er by a succession of physicians. And consequently, to evacuate the wounded 
plays an extremely important role, for if the evacuation of wounded soldiers 
is not smooth and fast, all of the levels of treatment will be adversely affected 
immediately and cannot develop their effectiveness. 


The combat environment affects the health of troops, reduces the resistance 
of their bodies and increases the spread of diseases. The history of war pri- 
or to the 20th century shows that many wars were interrupted or came to a to- 
tal end because of epidemics that had broken out on both sides and had render- 
ed tens of thousands and hundreds of thousands of troops incapable of carrying 
on the war. In modern warfare, with great mobility, large numbers of troops 
and wide operational areas, the epidemic factor still is a threat, even more so 
if we count the effects of biological weapons in the case the enemy uses them. 


Under such circumstances, the medical corps must quickly and on a timely 
basis develop very meticulous and strict preventive hygienic measures in or- 
der to carry out its task. They consist of giving preventive shots to the new 
recruits, maintaining field propaganda and education on hygiene, conducting 
hygiene-related reconnaissance during combat operations and upon entering 4 
position from which the enemy has just withdrawn, discovering sources of in- 
fection, isolating and stamping out any suspected diseases, and so on, 
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The task of supplying medicines and medical equipment in combat must be 
prepared for in peacetime and carried out in conjunction with combat situa- 
tion and hattlefield conditions. First of all, we must have a definite reserve 
of medicines and equipment, in the form of all-packed equipment, for imme- 
diate distribution in sufficient quantities for combat to army corps units and 
for equipping the newly-organized medical corps organizations in the early 
period of war. The task of having wartime reserves of medicines and medi- 
cal equipment is extremely important for the task of delivering medical sup- 
plies during the war. 


For this supplying task we must have a network of field storages and sub- 
storages located in accordance with combat requirements and near the com- 
munications lines and having favorable conditions for security in order to be 
able to meet any unexpected needs arising from sudden changes of the situa- 
tion. 


The Vietnamese medical corps, in the wars against the French, Americans 
and Chinese expansionists, has attached great importance to making medi- 
cines on the spot under field conditions to ensure timely supply of medicines, 
to reduce transportation difficulties and to conform to such characteristics as 
prolonged fighting and easily-isolated battlefields. 


To organize and deploy the medical corps forces, to assume leadership over 
the movement of detachments, to organize coordinated action with the peo- 
ple's public health forces, to guide the development of the necessary technical 
measures -- all must be in conformity with military action plans and closely 
follow combat events. All of this command-organizing work must be carried 
out in an urgent and meticulous manner right from the combat-preparing 
stage, for the entire duration of combat and also in the end-period of a battle. 


In order to fulfill these tasks the medical corps commanders at ail echelons 
must fully understand the combat situation and task at their level, the situa- 
tion on the enemy side and on our side, the terrain and weather conditions 
and the activities of their units; project unexpected circumstances in order to 
anticipate the numbers of wounded and sick soldiers; and deploy and develop 
the medical corps force necessary and ready for fulfilling all combat needs. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


NGUYEN CO THACH SPEAKS IN POLISH WEEKLY 
Warsaw POLITYKA in Polish No 2, 14 Jan 84 pp 1, 12 


[Interview with the Vietnamese minister of foreign affairs, Nguyen Co Thach» oy 
Michal Jaranowski : "We Will Withdraw Our Troops From Kampuchea Tomorrow, 
If . . . Mad 


{[Tert] [Question] Mr Minister, on the one hand Vietnam belongs to the camp of 
socialist countries, on the other to the nonaligned movement. What, then, are 
the principles of Vietnamese foreign policy? 


[Answer] We do not participate in any military associations. We follow a 
policy which is in the interest of the principles of peace and independence. 
These are the two main criteria for taking part in the movement of the non- 
aligned nations and we meet them fully. The West would like to recognize the 
non-commitment as a position between the two superpowers; we do not hide the 
fact that we are fighting not only for peace and independence but also for 
socialism--and not just in Vietnam but over the entire world. 


[Question] Mr Minister, how do you evaluate the development and prospects of 
the movement of nonaligned nations, its political strength? Do you see an 
opportunity for enforcing a new economic order? 


[Answer] This movement arose 22 years ago and at that time approximately 50 
countries belonged to it; today, nearly twice as many belong, and this fact 
already has its significance. In the 1970's the dominant problem in the 

movement was the struggle for peace, but the third summit meeting foreseen 

for 1967 fell through. It took place only 3 years later in Lusaka. Between 
1964-70 the movement of nonaligned nations found itself in a crisis. American 
aggression against the Democratic Republic of Vietnam [DRV] caused a polarization 
of attitudes. The uncommitted countries were divided, many supported Johnson's 
policy. 


[Question] They went that far? 


[Answer] Yes. There were demands on us for unconditional talks with the 
Americans, which was what Johnson wanted. Our position, however, was as follows: 
we would talk, yes, but first the bombing of the DRV had to be stopped. The 
result of the divisions was that no agreement was reached on the issue of 
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calling the third summit within the scheduled time limit and it was only the 
meeting in Lusaka that brought unequivocal support for Vietnam in the struggle 
against American aggression and thereby also for our political stance. I 
evaluate the period from 1970 until today very positively. The movement of the 
nonaligned nations has gained a distinct impetus; the struggle for the 
independence of the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America has intensified; 
the nonaligned nations are meeting halfway the aspirations of these countries’ 
people, people who love peace. Hence also the strong political position of 
this movement in the world, a position which will surely be even stronger in 
the future. But if it is a question of a new economic order, then I have no 
illusions. The chief difficulty lies in the fact that the Western nations, and 
above all the USA, do not intend to recognize the rights of the countries in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America to fully independent development, they wish to 
exploit the population of countries dependent on them, as in the past. No, 

the movement of the nonaligned nations will not be in the position to introduce 
a new economic order on its own. The idea must have the support of the 
population of the whole world. 


[Question] Southeast Asia is a hot spot. We have here the question of 
Kampuchea, of the relations between the countries of Indochina and ASEAN, of 
external influences, and so on. How do you evaluate the present situation as 
well as the prospects of its normalization? 


[Answer] The relations between ASEAN and Indochina as a whole, and 
specifically between ASEAN and Vietnam, are currently not good. But if one 
were to compare them with the past period, with the war in the 1960's and in 
the first half of the 1970's, then certainly they have been subject to a clear 
improvement. For then a great many nations of ASEAN cooperated with the United 
States against the countries of Indochina. For the future, we take an optimistic 
view. The principal obstacle on the path toward normalization is the Chinese 
policy of hegemony and expansionism. China would like to set the nations of 
ASEAN against the nations of Indochina. In general, the Chinese policy is based 
on the principle "divide and conquer" and aims at creating opposition between 
NATO and the Warsaw Pact Organization, between the USA and the Soviet Union, 
between Pakistan and India, etc. Its specialty is angling in troubled waters. 
It would like to see the world in chaos, to see a world full of conflicts, so 
as to be able to derive a profit from them. After all, it was China which 

sent Pol Pot against Vietnam in 1978 and 1979. This was overt aggression and we 
had the right to self-defense, exactly the same kind of right as the Soviet 
Union and the United States had during the Second World War, when in self- 
defense they pursued Hitler all the way to Berlin, in order to crush him there 
definitively. I ask you, why should we not have the right to crush Pol Pot in 
self-defense? China's policy aims at provoking certain circles in the nations 
of ASEAN into a crusade against Vietnam. In fact, from the end of the 1970's 
these nations have acted in the spirit of Chinese propaganda, but--as I see it-- 
presently they have realized that it is not Vietnam which constitutes a threat 
to them. It is not Vietnam which is the originator of tensions, but China 
herself. 





Beijing declares that the Kampuchea question is a question between Vietnam and 
the nations of ASEAN. But Beijing's actions are completely contrary to this 
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thesis. To wit, she puts this problem in the context of relations with the 
Soviet Union and makes it one of the three basic conditions of normalization 
with the USSR. At the same time, China raises the issue as an impediment 
obstructing relations between China and Vietnam, which is, again, a 
contradiction of the thesis referred to above. Today everyone knows that Pol 
Pot is a tool in Chinese hands. For us the Kampuchea problem is a question 
between Chins: and Kampuchea, and secondarily between China and Indochina. The 
Soviet un.cr refuses discussions with China on this subject. On the other 
hand, the minister of foreign affairs of Indonesia declared not so long ago 
that relations between the nations of ASEAN and Vietnam are very good, free 

of conflict, and that the Kampuchea problem must be resolved between China and 
Vietnan. 


[Question] Vietnam is withdrawing its troops from Kampuchea little by little. 
Can one say, if only approximately, how long they will remain there generally? 


[Answer] If the threat on China's part passes tomorrow, then we will withdraw 
all our forces from Kampuchea tomorrow. While the threat continues undiminished, 
we must stay there, to help our comrades. I hope that China will not maintain 

a state of threat forever. 


[Question] The nations of ASEAN have proposed that the Vietnamese troops in 
Kampuchea be replaced by the international forces of the United Nations. What 
do you think of this proposition, Mr Minister? 


[Answer] For 5 years they have failed to install Pol Pot in Kampuchea by force, 
so now the idea of international agencies arises. This is an illusion. I 
have already said when our forces would be withdrawn, and immediately at that. 
Let us also leave the word to the Kampuchean Government. Having UN forces in 
the country when the UN acknowledges Pol Pot would signify that the doors are 
once more open to him. The idea of the neutralization of Kampuchea has also 
arisen. If someone is to be neutralized, then it should not be the victim 
but the one, after all, who has done or is doing harm. Kampuchea is a victim. 
Thailand has always lent her bases against Indochina, now against Kampuchea. 
If things are to be "fair," then Thailand, China, and the USA ought to be 
neutralized. But we are realists. We ure responsible for the neutralization 
of all of Southeast Asia. Moreover, this idea conforms to the spirit of the 
resolutions of the last summit talk of the nonaligned nations in New Delhi. 


[Question] Western sources of mass communication often come forward with the 
thesis that in the face of normalization, and perhaps already even of a better 
climate in relations between the USSR and China, Vietnam will confront 
difficult political problems. I would like to have your opinion on such 
specualtions. 


[Answer] The history of the relations between Vietnam and China is 2000 years 
old. During this period there has been a multitude of ascents and declines. 
The first 1000 years constituted a period of Chinese domination. From the 

10th century through today we have had 10 Chinese invasiors. This means 

that relations between our countries were better and worse, or very bad, before 
the rise of the USSR. We do not see a connection between the relations between 
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China and the USSR and those between China and Vietnam. That normalization 
could certainly have some influence, but it does not have an irnediate 
connection. The West's speculations that the Sovict Union will sacrifice 
Vietnam for relations with China are without support, they are the usual 
delusion. I have already recalled that the USSR rejected the Chinese stipulation 
that makes the normalization conditional on the discovery of a solution for the 
Kampuchea affair. The visit of Vice Premier Aliyev and the signing of 
important documents about economic cooperation until the year 2000 indicate 
that our relations are daily becoming stronger. In Soviet-Chinese relations, 
it is still too early to speak about normalization; the path in this direction 
is traveled step by step. 


But if it is a question of Vietnam, China has not slammed all doors shut. She 
has neither accepted nor rejected our propositions for talks. There are 
ambassadors in both capitals. All options remain open. Nobody can foresee 
what China's next step will be. In the last 30 years, she has surprised us in 
various ways, has often changed fronts and partners. Presently there are no 
indications that we are advancing in the direction of normalization. 


[Question] What--on Beijing's side--would you recognize as a genuine step in 
that direction? 


[Answer] If she sat down at the conference table and began discussion. If she 
lessened the threat toward our nation. 


[Question] On your northern border? 


[Answer] Not just there. As far as China is concerned, we are dealing with an 
economic blockade, attempts at diplomatic isolation, acts of sabotage... 


[Question] Sir, the information of a certain foreign radio station that American 
soldiers are being detained in the Thong Nhat hotel in Hanoi created a certain 
sensation, even if it was shortlived. It so happens that I am living in this 
hotel, so I have investigated this information in person. Then, the Voice of 
America announced that Vietnam will give the USA new information regarding army 
personnel missing from the war period. I would like to ask you for more 

specifics on this subject. 


[Answer] You see, they can fabricate anything word for word. That is how it 
was with the incident of the Gulf of Tonkin.* We are devoting considerable 
effort to investigating the fates of the MIA's. We have found the remains of 
some of them and objects belonging to them. In this matter we will present the 
appropriate document to the U.S. authorities. On the other hand, I can 

declare with full responsibility that no living soldiers missing in action are 
to be found on Vietnamese soil. 


[Interviewer] Thank you Mr Minister, for the interview. 





* Vietnam allegedly obstructed an American naval craft. After this incident 
the bombings of the north started. This was in 1964. 
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